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Deputies debate budget, highlight 
issues of poverty, price hikes 


liy v By Hamdan A1 Hajj 

SC :. . ■ Special to The Star 

2 \'.r THE LOWER House of Parlia- 

Ii* 'Tr:j(.■'!,! jnent concludes Thursday its 
r.y i-r, Y V-fhjte-day . discussion of the 
--ij' lh .^draft budget law for 1996. The 
, r V'. ! ' proposed budget amounts to 
" j.,; . V^iusi below JD I billion. 

“^Deputies who spoke during the 
tfebate called on the Govem- 
-er.ud T-^roent to deal with a number of 
r,Ta - issues paramount among which 
; r .!\ . jae unemployment, poverty. 

• Lr i C . :l ' ,c- --rising prices of basic supplies, 

, R '"^foreign debt, comprehensive 


.r,e :r; ; 
::ar r^n,: 


h - IWl— O" -- -1--- 

: -heakfi insurance, the enhance- 
7 " "'‘■'tikdi of die Narional Aid Fund, 


p v. r-""'- .f' 7 strengthening the Armed 
i--. r i. Forces, Public Security and 
‘."Z.. ‘ '/^Gvil Defence services, and 
’-^poking the monthly increment 
.... .. pf rivil servants of JDlOeffec* 

‘ • bve on 1 January and not 1 

'■ v:; ' r :; ^May.- 

; TThe. Finanda! Committee 
;* * "■ ■i , 5(PC) of the Lower House pre- 

■ ■ :r:E '5ented its reccomendations on 
Jbc proposed budget earlier in 
week. Its report was read 
lss ' K-jy the committee’s rapporteur. 

' I e P u V Muneer Souber. The 

■ h'^ ' -jommittee’s recomend at ions 

] |v ^ hc]uded. among other things: 

L :: ' r '' * Potting an end to price 
\e:... . ^-likes, coapled "with the enact- 

, “ - - : -aent of strict control to pre- 

"f ___ ent price increases and the 
Cvmr'uj:-!; -riJaring 0 f an anti-monopoly 

rr wiJ: fc : :•••(.'J W .. , 

'. * Creating more opportuni- 

jiecorimu-i-ir.rje, for iDvestments with a 
'' uMr: -R'ew>to"attracting a larger 
rarieforce. 

i::j:iv>n> s.y..vs | Reconsidering the method 

■ “ i; 1 L 3 .""-. J distribution of food coupons 

: " ~^ : :: 3 needy citizens. 

• Granting direct cash subsi- 

■ :ne rr*-•mi's «.i ■“ 


dies to poor and needy fami¬ 
lies. and adjusting bread prices. 

■ Conducting a real and 
accurate survey of the poor and 
those who fall below the pov¬ 
erty line. 

■ Facilitating customs 
measures and reducing red- 
tape and bureaucratic proce¬ 
dures for investors, and estab¬ 
lishing high standards ro ensure 
transparency. 

■ Equalizing the salaries of 
military pensioners (who are 
included in the Social Security 
Law) with those of the civil 
service. 

■ Organizing the labor mar¬ 
ket and monitoring foreign 
workers-" - observance- of the 
necessary and obligatory 
requirements of work permits.’ 

■ Enacting a comprehensive 
health program for all citizens, 
and putting it into effect this 


'.I.-. 


- Observers criticize 
def Palestinians ’ 
handling of 

" campaign 

- 

h\ ’ By Mary Curtius 

R,. H-.' LA Times-Washington Post News Sen-ice 

'/~” r JERUSALEM—European observers on Monday blasted the 

^Palestinian Authority for its handling of the campaign that is 
;- v . .nsc supposed to produce an elected self-governing authority for 
. > rr the West Bank and Gaza Scrip. 

1,1 ~ .“Enough is enough.” said Carl Lidbom. head of the Euro- 

... -rl- ;r-> - Pean Electoral Unit, in a statement he fased to reporters com- 
.. r: ’ plaining about irregular election procedures. Lidbom's co_m- 
plaints were echoed by Kare Vollan. head of the Norwegian 
oteerver delegation. More than 600 international observers 
' i" ? • arc expected to monitor the elections, scheduled for Jan. 20. 

; s' Both observers took issue 
'"with Palestine Liberation 
' Z; J.: 1 Otganizaiion Chairman Yas- 
. r : ^ Arafar's recent presiden- 
Zll' r.yj (fecrees expanding the 
; T ‘I n l * ; ^ber of.members who 
f *>11 serve bn the-Palestinian 
1 J :i .%{ • self-governing council. 

! “ ^ j .i isu? When he added members to 
‘ ‘ 0 ^. ^ roundL Arafat extended 

‘ ^ r ‘ deadline for candidates to 
■' . -rjatheir 'nominating peti- 

- l ' ' 'o ^ ^ ons, a n act- that allowed 

Cr-’i - t™ 1 *.people to ran for the 
1 # i council but shortened the 
• Z l- election campaign to two 
weefcsL 

j' "A fair campaign is a pre- 

f^pnsite for fair elections. AbtiMazen 
r r ' and two weeks are in all 
■$. respects an extremely short 

- ’ "I - Period for this crucial activity.” Vollan sard. 

j,. The critidsm is embarrassing for the PLO. which spent 
V' 7 ' u ‘^arguing with the Israelis over the importance ot hav- 
... /■; ‘reg international monitors durine the negotiations that led to 

f. :: - v;™ signing of the- September 1993 Israeli-PLO peace accord. 

1 \*4 .j.flrc Israelis initially opposed allowing observers into the 

;‘, r 7 r o! K - Vex Bank and Gaza.'on the basis that Israel is a democracy 
^ its commitment to allowing democratic elections should 

^ beyond question. The PLO argued that only the presence 
. ..?.v i* w oitemarinnni nhc/>rv?»rc would reassure Palestinians that 


Abu Mazen 


\ fX[' rerernarional observers would reassure Palestinians that 
r 1 ^wasnw interfering with elections. 

, r J -s^r- .hwopean.Union spokesman Ian Blackley said Lidbom met 
; officials of the Central Election Commission on Mon- 

night, but he said commission head Mahmoud Abbas did 
T ,^ not;attend"-* - 

1 ;r- 'former commission head Saeb Erekat—now a candidate 

1 ‘re 1 the counril—said he agrees w'iih the obsen'ers that the 
’-"‘I. 1 [ ca repaign should start immediately. "In this, they have a 
f iv APoinC^ he stud. "I urged the president (Arafat) to annuunce 
^ toe-election campaign should stan immediaiely. 
rv'i Not that most candidates aren't already campaigning. For 
^■^L^'t ^^tnany pf the 700 declared candidates have been hold- 
: ;: v ;gatherings io the homes of their families and friends and 

’jjjdng ads in the newspapers, despite admonishments trom 
:_-r ^ lac -election'.commission that their activities « ere illegal. 

C ,-j. ' - . t^st September. Israel and the PLO agreed that the council 

^•-.v r - 

jJV f. . 

1 ~ " ’ - - nnop 2 


year, stoning first with those 
who are below the line of abso¬ 
lute poverty, including perma¬ 
nent day-wagerers "at the 
municipalities, provided that 
the system covers even- citizen 
within three years. 

■ Establishing a second state 


hospital in Amman 
with a view to alleviate 
pressure from A1 
Bashir state hospital. 

■ Reducing compli¬ 
cated bureaucracy in 
the Government's 
administration depart¬ 
ments. and promoting 
their productivity. 

■ Reviewing the 
validity of maintaining 
certain ministries and 
studying the possibility 
of integrating some 
ministries to save 
unnecessary' expenses. 

!o another develop¬ 
ment. Jordan will 
embark on a program 

_ of economic reform for 

the next three years 
(1996-19981. The program, 
which will be implemented in 
cooperation with the Interna¬ 
tional Monetary Fund and the 
World Bank, aims to achieve 
the following: 

■ Increase self-reliance. 

■ Build up the Kingdom's 


Difficult task for a middle ground 

Centrist parties attempt to unite 


By Raed Ai Abed 

Star Staff Writer 
THE INTEGRATION between 
leftist and pan-Arab parties and 
the intentions of other opposi¬ 
tion parties to join forces has 
paved the way for centrist par¬ 
ties to form a common stand. 

Months ago, former Prime 
Minister Dr Abdel Salam 
MajaJi took the initiative: He 
sought to unite centrist parties, 
independents, and businessmen 
into one single party. 

Eight centrist parties are tak¬ 
ing up the issue. They include 
Al Ahd. Wa'd, AJ Yaqadha. AI 
Tajamo’. Al Watan, Al Jamah- 


eer. Al Wahdawyoon and Jus¬ 
tice and Progressive parties. In 
general these parties share an 
important political stand: They 
are all are pro-peace. But 
strangely enough, Al Ahrar 
party, who was a prospective 
member of the proposed united 
platform, was dismissed after 
its Secretary General Mr 
Ahmad Al Zo'ubi visited Israel 
last year. 

This put the current discus¬ 
sions into the press limelight. 
The parties are determined to 
find an exit of what they see as 
a impasse for the 23 parries in 
the country. 


“We must emerge from 
this situation and save our 
efforts to create a popular 
unified program for this new 
party,” said Mr Tala! Omari, 
deputy general secretary of 
Wa'd. "Now we are looking 
forward to forming an inde¬ 
pendent party, which can 
safeguard the interests of the 
country, and its Arab 
dimension.” 

The proposed party still 
has some way to go. as many 
questions are still being dis¬ 
cussed: What will be the 

Continued on page j 
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reserves of foreign currency to 
reach $920 million this year, 
and to preserve the dinar's 
exchange rate. 

■ Reduce the deficit in the 
current balance of payment. 

■ Sustain a 4 percent annual 
increase in the general price 
level. 

■ lighten Government 
expenses. 

■ Reduce the burden of the 
country's foreign debt. 

■ Reduce the maximum rate 
of customs duties, including 
fees and other taxes, from 70 
percent to 50 percent in 1996, 
and to 40 percem in 1997. 

■ Enforce the Govern¬ 
ment’s regulatory role and 
facilitate the private sector's 
participation in economic 
development. 

■ Achieve a high standard 
of investment ( about 34 per¬ 
cent of the GDP). 

■ Rationalize the consump- 

Continued on page 2 
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King to visit Israel next week 

Barak says Jordan, Israel 
will sign accords 


AMMAN (Star)—Israeli For¬ 
eign Minister Ehud Barak paid 
a one-day visit to Jordan Tues¬ 
day and met separately with 
His Majesty King Hussein, His 
Royal Highness Crown Prince 
Hassan. Prime Minister Sharif 
Zaid Ben Shaker 3nd Foreign 
Minister Abdel Karim Kabariti. 
It was Mr Barak’s first official 
visit to Jordan since he 
assumed his post last month. 

His talks wiLh the King 
focused on bilateral relations, 
progress on the Svrian-Israeli 
track. Israel’s pull out from Pal¬ 
estinian territories and regional 
issues. 

Mr Barak told reporters after 
meeting the King that Jordan 
and Israel will sign five bilat¬ 
eral accords under ihe October 


1994 peace treaty. Mr Barak 
said the new agreements will 
cover telecommunications, 
transport, maritime borders, 
scienc c and technology and 
coope ration between the cities 
of Ao.aba and Eilat. Speaking 
to reporters ai Raehadan Pal¬ 
ace. the Kins said peace 
betu ecn Jordan and Israel was 
an e-xample for others and that 
the coming era will be of build¬ 
ing peace' for future genera- 
tici is. The Kins said the Pales- 
linian track is moving in the 
rig ht direction and that Jordan 
wns satisfied with that. He 
added that Jordan seeks a com- 
pi ehensive regional peace. 

The King confirmed that he 
w ill visit Israel next week. The 
1 U January visit was scheduled 


for an earlier time, but was 
postponed after the assassina¬ 
tion of Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin. The King participated 
in Mr Rabin's funeral in 
November in Jerusalem. 

During next week’s visit the 
King will participate in cere¬ 
monies honoring those who 
contributed to the cause of 
pence. He is also expected to 
call on two Jordanian soldiers 
being treated in Israel. 

The King told reporters lhai 
Jordanian are adjusting to the 
new situation, hui the majority 
supports pejee. 

Both the Kina and Mr Barak 
avoided making statements 
about internal Iraqi issues, but 

Continued cn page 2 
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Qatari delegation visits I’N/i 


■ A Qatari delegation concluded a Ihree-day visi t to the 
PNA areas on 30 December - 95. Headed by Sheikh f -loham- 
mad Ben Eid Al Thani, chairman of the general cor mriiuee 
of youth and sports, the delegation met with Chairmc *n Ara¬ 
fat. and laid down the cornerstone of a S25 million : sports' 
stadium in Gaza, to be funded by Qatar. The delegalk »n vis¬ 
ited the Orient House in Jerusalem and prayed at Al Aqw 
Mosque. They also visited Bethlehem and Hebron. Bei i Eid 
Al Thani expressed his deep appreciation of Palestinian hos¬ 
pitality and commended the strong ties of cooperation and 
friendship between Qatar and Palestine. 


cided with recent talk about 
Jordan's intention to host an 
Iraqi opposition conference. 
Naturally the Iraqi leadership is 
not happy about such inten¬ 
tions. This leaves a lot to be 
speculated about. In a way. one 
could say that Jordanian-Iraqi 
relations are currently on hold. 


Editors in trouble 

■ The Chief Editor of Al Majd 
weekly. Fahd Al Rimawi. 
appeared this week to attend 
the first session at the Criminal 
Court in Amman to answer to 
accusations brought against 
him and his paper. Al Rimawi 
is charged with publishing an 
article by a Bahraini opposition 
figure demanding the expulsion 
of British Major-General Ian 
Henderson from his post as 
head of the Security Directorate 
and Political Intelligence in 
Bahrain. It is understood that 
this is the first time a Jordanian 
chief v' 1 ' lias been taken to 
the Criminal Court in a case 


were he is 
alleged to 
have "dis¬ 
turbed" rela¬ 
tions 

between Jor¬ 
dan and a 
fticndlv 



been licensed, is more than 
willing to take its chances in 
today's political void. Headed 
by Mohammad Faisal Al 
Majali, Al Ansar has 85 Found¬ 
ing members. Mr Majali 
believes his party has got what 
it takes to build a broad based 
party. Refusing to be labelled 
as a' middle of the road party. 
Mr Majali said most of Al 
Ansar's members belong to the 
working class and the objec¬ 
tive is to serve the citizen and 
the nation, he told the weekly 
Al Bilad. But isn't this the 
objective of every single party, 
most of which have ended up 
on the mantel piece? Please 
Ansar, put your act together 
and show us your program. 
Meanwhile, a new party is 
expected to pitch in for a 
license from the Ministry of 
Interior shortly—that is if it 
ever manages to scrape 
together its 50 founding mem¬ 
bers that are needed' to be 
granted a license. The Irbid- 
based Al S.dam f peace I Party 
is still looking for members.... 
Any takers? 


New Year’s Eve cost us 





: What? Cheating in 
! Tawfihi? 

ta TwcHc students were 
paucht cheating during the 
Taw-jihi exams last week. The 
tascs arc being looked into by 
The Ministry of Education. 
JrYhile some could have their 
papers cancelled and be 
£xpolled from the exams, oth¬ 
ers could get off lightly, with 
only a warning. What is dis¬ 
graceful is that four other stu¬ 
dents have been caught falsify¬ 
ing their identities. It is 
.understood that they are being 
fuken to court. Furthermore. 
J’udcnu complained that the 
Arabic and math exams were 
ioo hard and too long for the 
lime allocated. A number of 
Academic experts upheld the 
■grievances pul by the students. 
Qnc said that the math exam 
was far too difficult for Taw- 
phi standard. 


TCC: no answer on 
the Iraqi side 

■ The Telecommunication 
Corp. iTCO. has finally c omc 
clean and said it has nothin g to 
do with the stoppage of tele¬ 
phone services between Jor dan 
and Iraq. 


country. 

Relations 

between 



the 


two 


,4/ Rimawi 


Telephone 
lines 
between the 
two coun¬ 
tries have 
been cut off 
for the past 
two weeks. 
When peo¬ 
ple started 
to com¬ 
plain. the 



Al Duweik 


General Director of the TCC, 
Mr WoJid AI Duw eik. had to 
make a statement, pointing out 
that his corporation was not the 
culprit. This means that the 
cut-off originated from Iraq. 
The liming of the cut-off coin- 


Post it! 


■ Like everything else the com of posting a letter has 
increased. The Ministry of Communications and Post has 
said the price increase which would apply to even type of 
puM both inside and outside the country, would take effect 
immediately. For a 10 gram weight item the price would be 
15 piasters for local mail. 20 piasters to the Arab world. 32 
piasters to Europe and 40 piasters to the USA. The increases 
would also appl'v to parceis although the ministry didn't say 
$j by how much. The increase will also apply to telephone rates, 
but there was no immediate conformation of this. 


countries 

are better than ever with the 
visit of HRH Prince Hassan to 
Bahrain recently. However. Mr 
Al Rimawi seems to be in the 
best possible hands for he has a 
team of lawyers headed by Dr 
Hani Al Khasawnch. His next 
session in court is on 15 Janu¬ 
ary. Meanwhile, the Chief Edi¬ 
tor of the weekly Al Urditn, Dr 
Musa Al Kilani. was released 
on bail after he was charged 
with lack of objectivity in 
reporting and commenting on 
news; harming national unity 
and libelling national institu- 
licm. His paper had alleged 
that assistance extended by the 
Government to the people of 
Aqaba in the aftermath of last 
month’s tremor ended up in 
Jabal Amman groceries or in 
the hands of Aqaba Govcmo- 
ratc and Aqaba Regional 
Authority (ARA) employees. 
When the general prosecutor 
demanded to know the names 
.ind locations of these employ- 
re* and shops so he could pur- 
s uc them legally. Dr Kilani was 
q uoted as denying that he knew 
tl lem. 


Closing in on imams 

■ Police arrested Mahmoud 
Ibrahim, the mu’athin 'caller 
to prayer) of the Imam Ali 
Mosque in Russeifeh. Islamic 
Action Front deputy Moham¬ 
mad Al Hajj announced. Ibra¬ 
him's arrest followed a short 
speech he gave after the Friday 
prayer last week. It is not 
known where he is being held, 
but in a memorandum sent to 
the Prime Minister. Al Hajj 
demanded Ibrahim's immedi¬ 
ate release. Meanwhile, police 
arrested 75 yejr-old Mr Abdo 
Fayaad Al Azayda. another 
mu'athin in one of the Madaba 
mosques. Former deputy 
Mohammad Al Azayda said 
the security forees had no busi¬ 
ness in arresting A! Azayda 
since his call for prayer was 
made in a private mosque and 
not one run by the Ministry of 
Awqaf. The man ir. robes w.m 
still in custody, according to 
Al Bilad. The Azayda tribe in 
Madaba was quoted by the 
paper as saying that the impris¬ 
onment of one of its members 
in no way serves the nation 
and is a direct harassment of 
the tribe because of its Islamic 
orientation. 


Committee to defend 
Shbeilat formed 


■ A new popular Committee 
for the Defence of Leith Shbei¬ 
lat was formed last week. The 
34-member committee 

includes doctors, lawyers, 
engineers, human rights acti¬ 
vists and politicians. 

Lower House deputy Tojan 
Faisal Is on the list as are other 
well known names like Bahjat 
Abu Gharbeih and the Isla¬ 
mist columnist Ziyad Abu 
Ghanimeh. It is not yet certain 
how the committee will pursue 
its course or action, but it 
could well prove a formidable 
force once the Shbeilat case ■ 

starts in tbc State Security Court 

Meanwhile, the popular committee orga¬ 



nized a visit to Shbeilat at 
Juwideh’s Correctional 
Facility. 

Eye witnesses confirmed 
that there were a number of 
buses carrying visitors from 
as far as Ta filch. ShbeHal's 
hometown. According to Al 
Hadath, some were turned 


away. 

Among the visitors were 
deputies Khalil Hadadin 
and Hamam Said, Tavser AJ 
■ Zlbri. the former general 
secretary of Hashd, Ziyad 
Abu Ghaniemeh and the 
Vice-President of the Engineers Associa¬ 
tion Mr Azam Al Huncidi. 


the Jordanian National Com¬ 
mittee of Women (JNCW). 
But the recent setting up of the 
National Jordanian Congress 
of Women Committees was 
received with mixed feelings. 
Critics, say the creation of the 
congress was not preceded by 
the disbanding of the JNCW 
which represents over 50 
women's organizations operat¬ 
ing around tbc country. The 
Jordanian Democratic 

Women's League /RUND) 
criticized the creation of the 
congress and described it as an 
official Government run 
women's federation. RUND 
issued a statement saying the 
Congress was not formed at 
the behest of the 15.000 strong 
woman general assembly of 
the women committees of Jor¬ 
dan and that it constitutes a 
hlatant interference hy the 
Government in the affairs of 
Jordanian women. 


identical notice to Israeli 
banks stipulating that the Jor¬ 
danian dinar become, in 
return, an accepted currency of 
transfer in those banks. Al 
Bilad noted that such a meas¬ 
ure had come in the wake of 
the Palestinian Monetary 
Authority's (PMA) assump¬ 
tion of its duties to supervise 
commercial bank activities in 
the West Bank. However, Ad 
Dusiour daily said that though 
the Association of Money 
Exchangers IAME) has no 


objection to dealing with the 
Shake I. so far nobody has 
offered Shake! to the exchang¬ 
ers. it added that Shake! is cir¬ 
culated in Aqaba only, and in 
five exchange offices there at 
IS 2 000 per week, and a? JD 
0.215 per IS I. Exchangers 
pointed out that the the non- 
transactions in the Israeli 
Shakcl arc blamed on Israeli 
tourists who do not usually 
carry Shakris on them when 
visiting Jordan. 


One more for the 
road 

■ .lust when one thought polit¬ 
ic a 1 pjrticv -.wre going under, a 
new comer brings life to cite 
scene. AI Ansar i supporters i. a 
new political cart} that ha', just 


New women con¬ 
gress: RUND objects 

■ Manx people enminue to 
express satisfaction at the 
deliberations and achievements 
of the country's broad, power¬ 
ful. and unified delegation to 
the 4th World Women Con¬ 
gress. which was held in Beij¬ 
ing last September. The suc¬ 
cessful participation of 
Jordjnijn worrier u.;« made 
possible through the work of 


Shakel in circulation 

■ According to Al Bilat 
weekly, the Central Bank of 
Jordan iCBJ) circulated a few 
days ago a letter among Jorda¬ 
nian banks advising them to 
accept capital transfer in the 
Israel's Shakcl. It added that 
the CB.I also notified these 
banks to consider the Israeli 
Shekel an acceptable currency 
in the Jordanian exchange 
market. 

Al Bifad quoted CBJ sources 
as saying that the Central Bank 
•*f I'.rjcl is expected io issue an 


Poverty on the 
increase, study finds 


■ Forty five percent of Jor¬ 
danians live below the pov¬ 
erty line. These latest statis¬ 
tics come from a study 
conducted by the Interna¬ 
tional Committee or Popula¬ 
tion Development and pub¬ 
lished in the UAE-ba$ed Al 
Khaly. The average monthly 
income for poor families in 
Jnrdun is about JD150- The 
study was carried out as a 
direct result of the increase 
in the price of foodstuffs, 
especially meat, vegetables 
and dairy products. It found 
that Ihe'entire average sal¬ 
ary of the Jordanian family 
goes towards meeting the 
high cost of living. This 


means that the individual 
share or the salary of these 
families is no more than 
JDI0 a month. The study 
said that (he main reason 
for (be increase of poverty 
was unemployment and the 
lack of opportunities for 
tens of thousands of under¬ 
graduates whose numbers 
are on the increase every 
year. The study said that 
the unemployment situa¬ 
tion has been worsened by 
(he fact (hat there is more 
than 250.000 migrant work¬ 
ers in the country. It 
warned Utat an increase in 
poverty could lead to 
Increasing social problems. 


With our 

Vacation packages, 
A little money will 
take you 
a long way 


Discover America 
With 

Discover the 
World Marketing 


ii 


Our packages in¬ 
clude Airfare, 
hotel accommoda¬ 
tions and car ren¬ 
tal, exciting cities 
& locations, Or¬ 
lando, Florida., the 
Bahamas and 
many others. 


Enjoy a cruise, slip 
into Nassau har¬ 
bor, the craddle of 
| the Caribbean and 
c the Dazzling capi¬ 
tal of the Bahamas 


For details call 
l Discover the world 
marketing 



« TiBst? ttsrat mm iitifnr 



— * W 

Discover the world marketing, a leader 
in holiday packages 


Observers criticize 


Palestinians ’ handling 
of campaign 


Deputies debate budget, 
highlight issues of poverty, 
price hikes 


Continued from page I 

would ha* c .<2 members Ara¬ 
rat subsequently added a ‘■car 
lor the Satrar.tan v.-.immunity 
thj» bsc*. in NjMus. Last 
week, he ex pa riled the coun¬ 
cil a cam. thr- time to SS mem¬ 
bers. and rcopered candidate 
registration in the districts 
where he added scats. Araf.if 
then issued a decree saving 
that the campaign will begin 
Jan. 5. rather than Dec. 30. 

Alter Arafat reopened can¬ 
didate registration, lour men 
closeJ> identified with «he 
militant Hamas Islamic mmc- 
mcr.l in Ga/j announced they 
will compete in the elections 
despite the movement's deci¬ 
sion against fielding candi¬ 
dates. But they later withdrew 
their candidacy after Hamas 
criticized them Arafat hjd 
tried for months to persuade 
Hamas. the most organized 
opposition !■.■ his own Fatah 
faction, so participate in the 
elections. 

LldN.»m complained ibjt 

Arafat not be making 
decisions on the length of the 
campaign, the deadline lor 
candidate registration or the 
number of scats on the coun¬ 
cil. Instead, he said, those 
decisums should hare been 
made by the Central Election 
Communion 

"Wc wanted to pur down a 
strong marker and sjs that 
these endless, coni using 
changes mas! slop." Blackley 
said. 

Ltdhom charged that the 
election commission, estab¬ 
lished by Arafat to oversee 
procedure* and announced 
just before the ertd ol (he year, 
was formed too laic. He also 
said Abbas, also known as 
Abu M has refused to 


sec him 

The observers are not the 
only ones complaining. Report¬ 
er* Without Border*, an inde¬ 
pendent organization that moni¬ 
tors freedom of the press, 
criticized die Palestinian 
Authority for i lack of balance 
in the access public television 
and radio give opposition par¬ 
ties and candidates. 

"A scry strong imbalance is 
found in ihe access to Palestin¬ 
ian public radio and TV 
between dif'.crcnt candidates 
and panics." the group said in a 
slaiemcni issued after it sur¬ 
veyed the Jiithority-rtin televi¬ 
sion jnd radio stations for 10 
days in December. 

"Fatah was the only party to 
have hod real TV coverage." 
the group said. Radio did better, 
it said, providing access to 20 
candidates. And Palestinian 
newspapers were found to grant 
more access to the leftist oppo¬ 
sition parties than to Fatah. 

Still, much nl the access in 
newspapers was. itt the form of 
advertising space for opposition 
candidates, said Reporters 
Without Borders. ■ 


Continued from page 1 


non nt subsidized commodities 
In' securing the receipt Df .sub¬ 
sidies by those who deserve 
them. 

The Lower House Financial 
Committee has supported the 
Government's policy of resort¬ 
ing to internal borrowing for 
the thud successive year. The 
committee has also appraised 
ihe Government's continuous 
effort at Ihe reduction of the 
volume and burden of the 


country's external debts 
I which fell from 190 percent 
of the GNP in to VI per¬ 
cent of the GNP in 1995) The 
committee required the Gov¬ 
ernment to intensify its con¬ 
tacts with creditors ;,nd institu¬ 
tions with a view to reducing 
these loans, writing litem off. 
or transforming them into 
grants, aid. or soft Joans so 
that foreign debt would not 
exceed 75 per cent in relation 
to the country's GNP. ■ 


FRENCH CULTURAL CENTRE 


Registration Is now open for the 
following courses : '■ 


CLASSIFIEDS 


* *-** 9 ** 9 * Courses for Adults 
DEtlF Aitd DALF Courses 

- Preparation Courses for the Exams at 
• 5orbonne University (Paris) 

• !° r Tourism & Hotel Business 
French for Btuiness 

’ Arable language Courses for Foreigners 

Fees: 60 JD 


r.'tSif* 


• Furnished studio flar for 
rent. MW JD per month. Jabal 
Amman. 3d circle Tel. 627848 
or 644S50. 


EMPLOyW®U 

•Serious and hard working 
African ladies arc available fur 
any domestic wnrk in the Mid¬ 
dle Eavt. Contact Mamin or 
Mohammad. Tel 612-590. 012- 
591. or write to PQ Bo\ 
2120*8. Amman. 


j_ f ran< ’ f> Language Courses for School 
Students.* at the Fruch School - Swelfleh) 
1 Monday & Wednesday 

Or Sunday & Tuesday 

Time :3 ; 30p. ra .. 5.00 

or 5:00 p.m.. 5.30 p . w 
Fees : 60 JD 


The registration will end on 07/01/1996 
and the courses will start on 07/01/1996 
till 23/'”’ 


r -i. t^004j*nei Wohdfth Arr.„ 


Amman' 


Barak says 
Jordan, 
Israel will 
sign accords 



Continued from page 1 

the King stressed that Jor¬ 
dan was ready to help Ira¬ 
qis start a dialogue to help 
them save their country. 

In their joint press con¬ 
ference. Mr Kabariti and 
Mr Barak praised the 
agreements that Jordan 
and Israel will sign. Mr 
Kabariti said the agree¬ 
ments could be a model 
for other to follow. Mr 
Kabariti said Jordan and 
Israel were close (0 agree¬ 
ment over the fate of 40 
Jordanian prisoners in 
Israel. Mr Kabariti said a 
formula was being dis¬ 
cussed under which most 
of the prisoners will be 
released. 

Mr Barak was hopeful 
about progress on the Syr- 
ian-IsraelF track, but he 
cautioned that it was too 
early to make judgments 
about their outcome. He 
said Syria can suppress 
Hizbullah if it wanted, 
referring to recent waves 
of attacks by the Shiite 
group against northern 
Israel follow discussions 
on certain mutual political 
issues between the two 
countries. Al Mashrcq 
also noted that late Iosl 
month Eili Dayan, the 
Israeli deputy foreign 
minister, paid a visit to 
Jordan, met Foreign Min¬ 
ister Kabariti. discussed 
bilateral relations and the 
peace process, and talked 
about the 40 Jordanian 
prisoners in Israeli jails, 
as well as the Jordanian 
passports which Israel 
continues to hold from 
some residents of Jerusa¬ 
lem who obtained Israeli 
citizenship. Al Mashrcq 
recalled that sometime 
earlier Jordan's ambassa¬ 
dor to Israel Dr. Marwan 
Al .Muasher had said the 
first group of these pris¬ 
oners would be released 
at the beeinning of Janu¬ 
ary ■ 


Centrists 


to unite 


Continued from page 1 

form of the new party ? 
Will it be an umbrella for 
the eight panics? or will 
the paniev dissolve and 
integrate into one? How far 
do businessmen affect the 
project? One big question: 
Will it rake the opposite 
stand to the anti-pcace par 
lies, especially the Islamic 
Action From? 

in addition to Dr Al 
Majali's draft papers, two 
others were presented to 
higher committees which 
were headed by Dr Majali 
end the secretary generals 
of the parties; the first was 
presented by the National 
Front, which is a coalition 
of four parties. The second 
wax presented by AI Ahd 
party, the major centrist 
party which leads rhe 
National Action Front of 
17 deputies in the Lower 
House holding five mini¬ 
sterial posts in the cabinet. 
Al Ahad is led by Mr 
Abdel Hadi Al Majali, a 
brother of the former prime 
minister. 

Also it is expected that 
Al Wa'd pony will present 
a new draft. "All the papers 
are complementary. All 
panics believe in dialogue 
to reach a unified plat¬ 
form.'' said Mr Talal Al 
Ramahi. the secretary gen¬ 
eral of Al Wahdawyoon. 
He added that the commit¬ 
tee will meet next Tuesday 
to discuss the papers and to 
find a common agenda. 

"Wc arc looking for a 
real constructive opposition 
that can build a concrete 
popular background based 
on a majority in Parliament 
w'hich will support it 
towards forming a Govern¬ 
ment.' - Al Omari said. 

Ai Yaqadha. led by Dep¬ 
uty Prime Minister and 
Minister of Education 
Abdel Ra'ouf Al Rawab- 
deh, believes first of all in 
uniting parties under one 
troni which will integrate 
into one party at a toner 
stage. ‘This format 
requires serious work 
which will lead to one 
strong.pany which can then 
leud the masses," ■ said 
Ahdessalam Ghazwi, dep¬ 
uty secretary general of the 
party. "Since the majority 
>n the country are moder¬ 
ns and centrists, if ihe 
national centrist trend 
unites its forces and lives 
up to the responsibility, i* 
will affect and influence 
the counirv " N 
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1996political predictions 

In spite of the ongoing coffee boycott. Jordanian politicians, 
the Government included, are still eager to know their for¬ 
tune in the new year. Some like to have their coffee cups 
studied by salon experts, others prefer a deck of cards or 
- palm reading. But in the end everyone is tempted to have his 
or her fortune told. This column has decided to begin this 
year with its own fortune predictions. 

. The Government: High expectations now that the budget 
•is about to.be passed. A reshuffle? May be; a complete over¬ 
haul? The public wants it. but it might not be forthcoming. 
So a reshuffle is most likely. It makes everybody happy—a 
changing of the guard for the deputies; a new hope for the 
public and press columnists. But nothing changes in reality. 

. ■ The deputies: Nothing else to do now th3i the Govern¬ 
ment has passed most of the important bills with little resis¬ 
tance. A reshuffle might heat the armosphere and give some 
deputies renewed hope of joining the ranks of the most 
wanted job in officialdom. Public service? No. some cheeky 
ones might say self service. With the countdown for the Par¬ 
liamentary elections starting already, few hope to see ihe 
inside of the dome for another four years. 

The press: Bad year ahead. Ji has the impossible job of 
making everybody happy under our unique democratic sys¬ 
tem. Far shoL Now the press is supposed to create hs own 
code of ethics. None will be happy. In fact we can expect 
more divisions within the press body—since the so-called 
trouble-makers are unlikely to be all association members. 
Some fringe papers will die of natural/marker causes, but 
Government harassment of its editors might give them a 
new lease on life. Some editors miss the pre-democracy era 
-already.- - 

Hie professional associations: Tough nut to crack. So 
far they have the upper hand. But confrontation is on the 
‘ way. The case of Laith Shbeiiat has inflamed the national 
mood. Wait until he runs for reelection while his trial is 
held—and wins! The problem is that the whole affair is get¬ 
ting personal—and nasty. There will be more confrontation 
over normalization—an issue unlikely to be dropped by the 
Govern menu 

Political parties: No more headaches for the Government 
from this front. Ceatrist parties are grouping and it appears 
Dr Abdel Saiam Majali's crusade will succeed. The IAF has 
lost its appeal and lacks charismatic leadership. Other oppo¬ 
sition parties are looking for a national base. Tribalism will 
continue to dominate party politics and that trend will 
continue. 

Foreign relations: The upward trend will continue in Jor¬ 
dan's favor. But foreign assistance is drying up. Relations 
with Europe and Japan wifi prove especially beneficial. The 
feeling that we are getting only lipservice from the US will 
continue to nag. 

Relations with the PNA: The carrousel phenomenon will 
continue; up and down; round and round, until we are all left 
dazed and disoriented. U is still a long way for confedera¬ 
tion, never mind how Jordanians feci about it, does any one 
seriously believe the Palestinians want it? 

, Telecommunications: A good year indeed. Government 
doing well in this regard, especially as it liberalizes (his sec¬ 
tor. The trick is to deliver basic-service to urban centers— 

" never mind introducing e-mail and internet connections. 

Royal Jordanian: Indeed it's the year of challenges for 
the national carrier. But the real challenge will be lo upgrade 
ground service, not planes. People’s confidence needs to be 
restored. How about a smaller but more efficient airline? 

People’s pockets: A rising cost of living will be the mark 
of 1996. But the Government is unabashed and will continue 
to hike prices of. basic services; water, electricity, post, 
transportation... it wili be playing with fire, especially if it 
decides to raise the price of bread and gasoline. 

Legislative and tax reforms: People will love lo hate 
them. Selective and painful. The Government is caught 
between a rock and a hard place. But ministers and deputies 
are imaginative enough to sugar-coat most measures. We 
will be cured of the cold only to end up with high blood 
"pressure. 

Tourism: Everybody is dressed up for the party, but the 
guests are late arriving. We hate to say it; but we told you 
so. The Aqaba tremors didn’t help either. It will take more 
than goodwill to attract mass tourism. How about serious 
planning, promotion and training? Services are still lagging 
behind. Credibility is also a rare commodity. 

Unemployment, poverty, corruption and red-tape: 
Why should 1996 t* any different from previous years? 
Government hopes to bring down unemployment by one 
percent—ignoring that thousands more will be joining the 
ranks of the unemployed this year—while streamlining its 
social services ro help those who are unable to help them¬ 
selves; More seminars on corruption should be held—no 
one is harmed that way. As for red-tape and bureaucracy; 
well, dealing with them' will be like shooting a charging ele¬ 
phant with a water pistol; or else the hunter becomes the 
hunted.■ 
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W„y<?RK-4-Soine IOO journalists, media managers and 
''j'-makers in information from the Arab world will 
^' ta 'a' five-day seminar to support an indepen- 
. media in’ top region, to take place in 
on Saturday, ? Janaary. : 

Q'Tbe^‘‘Sendirar-oriPromoting Iiidependenf and HanHs- 
■ iiiAfcn wifi evaluate the needs and. concerns of 

in tire, region and ajQow the partici- 


to reflect collectively on the princi- 

_jftreedbm ‘of Inforination and of expression and the 

^ by word and image in the context of 

^ major themes have been identified For .the 
situation of the Media in the-Arab world; 
oaur. ui ^dependence and'.pluralism; Legal, cultural 
h^iMIcal firmheworkfor free and pluralistic media: the 
Je.'-pf-; censorship and seif-censorship; Public service 
^IumI training of media prdfessipnals- Henary ses- 
i *&ai deliberate on ifie themes- of the seminar while 
'' paps^wiri discuss tfae.fssoes of strengthening pro- 
organizations as well as training. - _ 

“ e seinlitar will conclude by identifying areas, in me 
««V- re^oo media landscape, where priority assistance 
iffiaMTbe provided and by preparing specific project pro- 
^ A final import, summariang the pro- 

^fijgs of the seminar Jnchiding recommendations ot 
^ ■ ■ Will be adopted by the participants in the 

jj^;- ■ 

• wnmnr k hrinf organized Jointly by the United 
w Dmrtmexti of Poblic Information tDPD and the 
1 . Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural 
^fion (UNESCO), in collaboration with the gov- 
nt-of-yimen, with funding assistance from the 
^government, fee European Commission, toe Dan- 
t^J^mafibnal Development Agency, the Ford Founda- 
. the Rockefeller Foundation. Tbne 
-icgroifaf «j mlnar v were bdd in Windhoek, Naimbia (19911. 
'¥s®iityTKazakstan (1992), and Santiago, Chile (1994). 

“ nuPs seminar will also be open to observers from 
states of the. United Nations system, regional 


_ communication research institutions, 

--.nationalcooperation agencies and foundations- B 
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His Majesty King Hussein receives Nigerian envoy, Omar Sanda Tadico, at the Royal Court, Sunday. Mr Tadico 
delivered a message to King Hussein from the Nigerian President Sani Abasha appreciating the efforts of Jordan in the 
peace process. The meeting was attended by the Chief of the Royal Court Manvan AJ Qassem. 


Embezzelment on the rise, 
says 1994 comptroller report 


By Hamdan A1 Hajj 

Special ro The Star 

■ 

THE 1994 report of the Comp- 
toller Office shows that issues 
of embezzlement of public 
funds increased during that 
year to a level higher than all 
previous years. The report reg¬ 
istered 111 cases in 1994 with 
an embezzled amount of JD 
797,945 and $337,773. 

The report, which was 
passed to the Lower House of 
Parliament for discussion by 
the Chairman of the Comptrol¬ 
ler Office Dr Abed Kharahsheh. 
called for the urgent investiga¬ 
tion of the causes of these 
embezzlements, methods of 
treatment, and ways to reach 
an end to their reoccurrence. 

In a bid towards improved 
financial management, the 
report trails for an urgent look 
into the condition of the Coop¬ 
erative Society, and the Coop¬ 
erative Bank. It also calls on 


Royal Jordanian to put its 
house, in order, by a reor¬ 
ganization of its structure 
and a collection of its due 
loans. 

The report confirms that 
certain officials have 
imposed employment 
appointments in contra¬ 
vention with effective 
rules, principles, and 
administrative systems 
While urging treatment, 
the report demands that 
the Ceniral and Inspection 
Bureau, and the Civil Ser¬ 
vice Office practice their 
powers in this regard 

The report notes viola¬ 
tions in the financial and 
supplies systems, the 
Law of Development of 
Towns and Rural Areas, 
public funds collection, 
and work regulations. 

The report further urges 


1 

4 



Kharahsheh 


adherence to effective laws, 
applied rules, instructions, and 


regulations on the part of 
ali ministries, departments, 
public institutions, and 
municipal and village coun¬ 
cils to reduce infringements 
on public funds. 

It also calls for the con¬ 
solidation of an institu¬ 
tional system in the public 
sector by the development 
of administrative 

principles. 

Such measures will ena¬ 
ble a better assessment per¬ 
formance follow-up, and 
develop effective modem 
means of improving collec¬ 
tion mechanisms. This 
would be through the estab¬ 
lishment of financial incen- 
• lives for taxpayers who 
observe the deadline of 
repayment, and the issu¬ 
ance of instructions in 
regard to repaying due 
amounts from previous years 
in installment. ■ 


Freed Al Quds editor says 
Palestinian society is not yet 
practicing democracy 


AMMAN fStar)—On Saturday, 
30 December ‘95, Maher AI 
Aiami was taken by the Pales¬ 
tinian Preventive Security 
agents from his confinement in 
Jericho to Ramallah to meet 
PNA Chairman Yassir Arafat. 

Aiami explained to the Pales¬ 
tinian leader the implications of 
not having Arafat’s Christmas 
story on the paper's front page, 
according to The Jerusalem 
Post. Arafat ordered A/ami 
released after that short meet¬ 
ing. However. Arafat’s com¬ 
ment was really surprising as 
he told the editor that “he 
should have put the story where 
he had been told." 

This clearly indicates a viola¬ 
tion of press freedom, and a 
dictate that contravenes the 
basic principles of democracy. 
It also reminds us of the former 
days of the hegemony of power 
and influence with a total disre¬ 
gard of political pluralism and 
openness. A prove of that is 
evident in 'the fact.’ the Post 
said, “no Palestinian paper, 1 
including Al Quds . mentioned 
Alarm's arrest." It added that 
this “shows the fear many Pal¬ 
estinian journalists have of 
angering Arafat." Aiami him¬ 
self said he “never expected 
such a reaction" for not running 
the story where Arafat wanted. 
Aiami added. “I am very sorry 
for this entire affair. Democ¬ 
racy is not something you just 
talk about, it is also something 
you must practice. Palestinian 
society is not yet practicing 
democracy." 

Doug Struck of the LA 
Times-Washington Post News 
Service provides a detailed 
background to the story. 
When editor Maher Al Aiami 
ran a flattering story about Yas¬ 
ser Arafat on page S of his East 
Jerusalem Arabic newspaper, 
he was summoned by Palestin¬ 
ian undercover police. They 
wanted to know why the story 
was not on page 1. 

His explanation apparently 
was not convincing; six days 
later. Aiami is still being held 
in confinement in Jericho. 

“He is in my 'hotel,'*' Jabril 
Rajoub- the head of the Pales¬ 


tinian Preven¬ 
tive Security 
Service in Jeri¬ 
cho. said last 
Friday. He 
added, laugh¬ 
ing, “I am 
brainwashing 
him." 

Human 

rights groups 
say the arrest 
is no laughing 
matter. They 
see it as disre¬ 
gard for free¬ 
dom ' of the 
press and an 
ominous sign 

for democracy under Arafat’s 
Palestinian Authority, just as 
the Palestinians enter their first 
election campaign for a perma¬ 
nent self-rule body. 

"Any action like this has 
very negative repercussions, 
externally and internally,” said 
Hanan Ashrawi. once a spokes- 



Arafat really doesn't want a 
free press." said D'JallaJ Malti, 
a representative of the organi¬ 
zation in Paris. "They want a 
press under control just like in 
any other Arab country like 
Syria or Iraq." 

Aiami. 50, already had a 
large photograph and three sto- 


His arrest is one of a 
succession of heavy-handed- 
attempts to stifle free 
discourse since Arafat’s 
Palestinian National 
Authority began operation in 
the Gaza Strip 19 months ago. 


man for the Palestinians and 
now a candidate for the Pales¬ 
tinian Council. 

“It shouldn't have hap¬ 
pened." she said. “It's a very 
clear violation of freedom of 
the press, an attempt at intimi¬ 
dation. and an illegal act." 

Reporters Without Frontiers, 
which recently arrived here to 
monitor the Palestinian election 
20 January, joined in protest at 
Alami's confinement. 

“Coming as it does during 
the election, this shows how 


ties about Arafat on that day’s 
front page, but that apparently 
was not enough. 

His arrest is one of a succes¬ 
sion of heavy-handed attempts 
to stifle free discourse since 
Arafat's Palestinian National 
Authority began operation in' 
the Gaza Strip 19 months ago. 

Palestinian security police 
have jailed Arab reporters for 
critical reporting, temporarily 
closed newspapers, ordered a 
ban on certain stories, threat¬ 
ened editors and jailed Palestin¬ 


ian human rights activists. 

Many of these actions have 
been carried out by Rajoub. 
whose Preventive Security Ser¬ 
vice is the most visible of sev¬ 
eral undercover police forces 
set up by Arafat, whose PNA 
is to be in control of Gaza, 
seven West Bank .dries, and 
hundreds of villages by next 
summer, under terms of the 
Israeli-Palestinian peace 

accord. 

Rajoub's base is in Palestin¬ 
ian-controlled Jericho, and 
Israeli authorities have been 
loath to interfere, even when 
his reach has extended to 
Jerusalem. 

On one occasion. Rajoub's 
men allegedly kidnapped a Pal¬ 
estinian from a Jerusalem hotel 
to question him about a woman 
with whom he was involved. 
That caused a flap with Israeli 
authorities, however, and more 
often Rajoub now sends word 
"requesting" that people he 
wants voluntarily come to 
Jericho. 

"My father got a call Sunday 
night from Rajoub saying it 
was Chairman Arafat's orders 
chat he come to Jericho at 8 am 
the next day," said Alartii’s 24- 
year-old daughter, Ismat 
Aiami. “When he got there, 
Rajoub took his Israeli ID, so 
he can’t leave Jericho. 

“This is not an example of 
democracy. It is very wrong ” 
she said. ■ 
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By Rued Al Abed 


Drug prices on the spot again 

*•" The bombshell dropped by former Minister of Health, Dr 
Abdel Rahim Malhas, about the high prices and rotten food 
and drugs that is sold to the public, continues to reverberate 
long after the crisis that continues to be engineered by some 
merchants. 

These statements of Malhas made under the dome of the 
nation, shocked the public, despite the fact that the case 
immediately whitewashed. 

But the drug masters are up to their old tricks again. In 
addition to food price increases, people continue to suffer 
from rising prices of one of life's basic necessities: drugs. Its 
prices have skyrocketed despite the fact that the Health Min¬ 
istry imposed price control. 

The profit margin of pharmacies ranged from 400% to 
1800% of a number of locally produced drugs- To get these 
exorbitant increases pharmacies sell these drugs by tablets, 
say Lower House Deputy Dr Nazi eh Ammarin in last week's 
parliamentary session. They include: 

TFANIL Anti-asthma: at 116 fils, the real price 12 fils, a 
400% profit 

CEM1DIN Anti-ulcer; at 170 fils, the real price 32 fils, a 
550% profit 

RANID1N Anti-ulcer a 1000% profit 

FAMODAR Anti-ulcer at 990 fils, the real price 55 fils a 

1800% profit 

INSULIN Anti-diabetes at JD 12, Ihe real price is JD 3.5. 
The Health Ministry already demanded pharmaceutical facto¬ 
ries and agencies to bring down their prices of INSULIN, as 
it serves a high number of diabetics, but the Ministry was 
ignored. 

Prices of and profits from drugs are listed by the Minisny: 
15% for storage, 20% for pharmacies. 4% for transportation, 
6% for expenses. These amount to a total of 45%, which is 
then added to the cost of die drug. 

No free calls, what’s left to offer!? 

’•'The Telecommunications Corp might cancel the 1000 free 
phone calls service at rhe end of this month. 

This would be unjust, because we already pay for every 
single step of the process, from subscription to repairs, and 
the final bill 

We pay and pay and pay. There is the line-connection fee 
for JD 150. and an annual subscription fee of JD 30. And that 
is just for starters. The bill comes next draining people’s 
pockets. This is not to mention the different prices for calls 
which depend on the mood of the computer. Computer mis¬ 
takes of extra calls add to (he misery- since it takes months lo 
be reimbursed. 

One item talked about pay for ‘service*! What kind of ser¬ 
vice is the TCC talking about? 

Even if the TCC disconnected a telephone line, owners 
have to pay five dinars to reconnect it. No free calls ends the 
only service of the TCC. 

The highway of death, who is >\ 
responsible? 

The highway of death, is not a Jordanian movie imitating ■ 
an American horror one, but it is a true to life story of tragedy [ 
in Jordan. The place is the Amman-Zarqa highway, which 
was built in 1979. 

During the past three years. 44 people were killed in traffic , 
accidents. Double that number were lucky, and got away , 
with serious injuries or life disabilities. Hit and rim is the • 
style of most accidents, as most cases testily to. _ 

Populated areas, housing, factories and schools are situated j 
along side of the highway. The estimated 20-kilometer long 
road lacks acceptable safety codes. It has only one overpass.- .l 
A mong the crazy storms of high speed vehicles, people are I 
indeed risking their lives by crossing the highway. 

Last Saturday, an old lady and her granddaughter instantly | 
died after a car ran over them. The Government should take 
real measures to stop this on-going massacre. ■ 
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Japan’s bankers are betting on a prosperous future 

i 

Interpreting the Basic Law 


SyMutsuho i'mvashima 

L ess than two years remain be¬ 
fore sovereignty ovet Hong Kong 
reverts to China, and the uncer¬ 
tainty surrounding this historic 
shift is casting a cloud over the 
British colony. But Japanese banks 
remain optimistic. They continue to 
open new branch and representative 
offices. Indeed, despite rising wages 

reporting ^ Office rents, Hong 

from - Kong now hosts more 

Tjwyfl Japanese bank offices 

llwIU than New York, the long¬ 

time leader. Japanese 
banks dearly see Hong Kong as the fi¬ 
nancial center of Asia. 

The basic cause of Japanese eco¬ 
nomic optimism toward HongKongis 
the mutual interest of China and the 
colony. Prosperity in ■ Hong Kong 
means prosperity for China. As filings 
stand now, Hong Kong’s Basic Law 
stipulates that the colony will be given 
a high degree of autonomy, and that 
capitalism will be allowed to continue, 
for at least the next 50 years. Freedom 
of speech is included in the Basic Law. 
Japanese leaders believe Beying will 
not fiddle with the Basic Law since this 
might severely damage the image of 
Hong Kong, and thus boomerang on 
China itself. 

Economically, Hong Kong and Chi¬ 


na have become increasingly integrat¬ 
ed in recent years. In 1995, China re¬ 
ceived 32.5 percent of all Hong Kong’s 
exports, and supplied 375 percent of 
the colony's imports, according to the 
Industrial Bank of Japan. Many Hong 
, Kong companies have relocated to the 
southern regions of China, especially 
Guangdong, and now import products 
made there. The vibrant trade has con- 


infrastructure, and communications 
businesses. Total Chinese investment 
in Hong Kong exceeds US$10 billion. 
Officially, over 1,000 Chinese compa¬ 
nies operate in Hong Kong. The unof¬ 
ficial estimate is 3,000. 

To a large extent, firms from both 
Hong Kong and China now prefer to 
work with each other rather than with 
Japanese firms that are hobbled by poor 
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tributed to the rapid growth of both 
areas. For example, Hong Kong now 
receives almost 85 percent' of all 
Guangdong exports and supplies 74 
percent of the areas imports. • 

From the other side, Chinese com¬ 
panies continue to pour money into 
Hong Kong, especially in real estate. 


economic condi- 
^ tionsathome. • 
The big ques- 
don for Japanese 
1994 government and 

business leaders is , 
'£*■' how China wfil 
treat Hong Kong 
£!& politically. Japan- 
ese leaders are 
worried that the 
• Basic Law pro- 
^f vides Beijing with 
Ij&s' ample opportuni- 

to exerdse ti g ht 
Tv?'- political control of 

Hong Kong. It allows Beijing to quell 
any rebellion or any eflbrts to split the 
colony from China, and many types of 
legitimate di«wnr could be curbed un¬ 
der the guise of preventing “rebellion.” 

Already there are-pressures on the 
media. In March 1994, a reporter for a 
neutral Hong Kong newspaper was ar¬ 


rested after properly reporting that the 
Chinese central bank had plans to sell 
some gold. He was found guilty of steal¬ 
ing highly secret government informa- 
don and was sentenced to 12 years 
in prison. 

Leading Hong Kong businessmen 
are deeply concerned that uncertainty 
surrounding the reversion of sover¬ 
eignty to China wfil steer foreign com¬ 
panies away from the territory. Sluggish 
individual spending has already slowed 
an economy that boomed in recent 
years. Last September’s general elec¬ 
tion, which saw the colony’s pro-de¬ 
mocratic camp trounoe the pro-Beijing 
forces, did little to boost consumer 
confidence. 

Many Japanese analysts believe that 
hawks within the Beijing leadership 
would like to tame the independent 
spirit of Hong Kong and fully inte-i 
grate the colony into Communist Chi¬ 
na. Should thi* occur, they fear, Bei¬ 
jing might be tempted to strong-arm 
Taiwan into reunification. Such reck¬ 
less behavior could easily undercut 
the stable political conditions in Asia 
that have allowed the region to pros¬ 
per economically. © 

■ - — I 

Mdtsuho Kawashimais the foreign 
affairs editor for The Weekly Toyo 
Keizai in Tone. 


Hong Kong holds some of the keys to prosperity 


After 1997, China will have its 
foot in Vietnam’s economic door 
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By Pham Think 

I f China, Hong Kqng a^dTa^va^ 
can be seen as a single Chinese enti¬ 
ty, then that entity repre¬ 
sents an enormous eco¬ 
nomic potential that will 

surely get stronger when _ 

China is united with Hong 
Kong and, ultimately, with Taiwan. 

Wili that potential be realized? Chi¬ 
na, after all,is wrestling with die sweep¬ 
ing trends that are integrating the 
world's economy. 

Recovering Hong Kong will cer¬ 
tainly present China with a major op¬ 
portunity to integrate step-by-step with 
the new world economy. Hong Kong’s 
position as a major commercial port, 
marine transportation hub and finan¬ 
cial center will give China an advanta¬ 
geous commercial position with which 
to execute its stated policy of “vigor-" 

TING 
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certain degree. If this occurs, it wili 
prove a bitter reversal of fortune. Hong 
Kong, as people may still remember, 
was a “beacon of freedom" in Cold 
War days, attracting millions of Chi¬ 
nese refhgees form the mainland. It still 
is, perhaps, judging from the thou¬ 
sands of “boat people" who swarmed 
to the tiny enclave from Vietnam seek¬ 
ing a better life. 

Ironically, after so many years of liv¬ 
ing under capitalism, the residents in 
Hong Kong are suddenly feeing a 
nightmare from which they had tried to 
escape. But now they are told not to 
panic. Deng has assured them that 
nothing in Hong Kong will change in 
the next 50 years under his famous 
“one country, two systems" formula. 

Even so, after the conclusion of die 
1984 Sino-British Agreement on the 
Future of Hong Kong, many of Hong 
Kong's elite professionals started an 
exodus, for the United States, Britain, 
r.anarfa-, Australia and New Zealan d . 
Many of them have returned in recent 
years after having acquired foreign pass¬ 
ports which they called “insurances." 

Taiwan is not so naive as to believe 
that democracy and communism can 
coexist for 50 years. In the short-run, 
however, its busy and close ties with 
Hong Kong may well conti n ue to thrive 
after 1997 because of the economic 
benefits that will accrue to both Beijing 
and Taipei.® 


David Ting is an editor for the 

Hongkong Standard, an English 
LANGUAGE NEWSPAPER. 


ously reaching out into the Pacific". 
Stronger relatiops^with big nations and 




greater influence on gm»H ones ran also 
be expected. 

With Hong Kong un¬ 
der its authority, China has 

_ a springboard from which 

to launch its strategic dri¬ 
ve to modernize. Dr John Naisbitt has 
predicted that Asia—with China as its 
focal point—win become the world’s 
focal point in the 21st century. Japan, 
he said during a recent visit to In¬ 
donesia, will surrender its position as 


the region’s largest economy to China 
early in file next (Sentury If these pre¬ 
dictions are correct, Hong Kong and 
its prosperity wfil be 

a key factor. m _ „ ■ 

Li Ping, head of 
the Chinese govern- ■. 

merit’s Office of the S8C«I feffgl 
Hong Kong-Que- ■ « . . — ■ 

moy Department^ re- 1 fetUR aftBT ftlWaS 
centiy affirmed that 


China wfil follow a “one nation, two downs—including a major clash along 
systems" .policy that will preserve Vietnam’s northern border in 1979— 
Hong Kong’s capitalist ch a r a c t er . Chi- but closer economic cooperation seems 


An iron fist: Chinas jv 

■j 

military history, 1950-95 j 

IIMhen the Peoples Republic of China says it is willing to go to war, J- 
Hfit is not making idle threats. In the 45 years since its armies stormed ? i; 
TV across Yahi River and routed the US-led United Nations force in North ; 
Korea, China has clashed with the former Soviet Union, India, Taiwan, j - 
Vietnam, Tibet—and its own citizens. j *" 

This October, ■General Zhang Wannian said publicly that China will • i 
use military force if Taiwan declares independence. Reunification with * * 
Tkiwan, which remained in narionaW hanHw afar the communist victory 
in 1949, is the biggest of a number of outstanding territorial issues that * * 
China's leaders would like to resolve in their country's favor. These in- | ’’ 
dude dairos to large areas of Russia and numerous islands in die China j 
Se$ die latter could bring China into conflict with Indonesia, Malaysia, \ 
the Philippines and Vietnam. * 3 

Should they choose force to pursue these claims, China’s leaders have | * 
at their disposal over 3.2 million men and women under arms, an esti- * 
mated 8,000 main battle tanks, over 4,000 fighter aircraft and a growing j . 
naval presence. . \ [ 


After repeated warnings, China sends its troops into North Korea, sav- | 
ingthat country from utter defeat by the United Nations tfoops that had j 

responded to North Korea's earlier invasion of South Korea _ j 

Chinese troops occupy Tibet, effectively ending 39 yearfe of hi depen- ! 

dence _■_ ) 

A ceasefire is signed, ending the Korean War. An estimated 350,000 t 

Chinese soldiers died irrthe conflict _ f _ _ j 

China begins an artillery bombardment of Matsu and Quemoy, two \ 
Taiwanese-controlled islands. The bombardment continues until 1960 i 
AUbt a year df fighting between Tibetan guerrillas and Chinese troops, ( 

Tibet’s spiritual leader, the Dalai Lama, flees to India _j| 

Efforts by India to assert Its claim over disputed borderlands are dect- \ 
stvely repulsed by Chinese troops _' 

After ambushing a Russian patrol along the Ussuri River, China insti- **$ 
gates a series of border skirmishes with the Soviet Union • _j 

To punish Vietnam for ignoring China's wishes and occupying Cambo- ■ | 
dia, over 200,000'troops push across Vietnam's northern border. Viet- 1 
nam’s troops force China to withdraw after suffering heavy casualties in ? 

the course of a two-week campaign _1 

China sends troops to assert its claim on the Ifietnames^occupied \ 

Spratly Islands. Two months later, Chinese forces sink a Vietnamese | 

gunboat _|| 

Over2,000 students are killed in Being's Tiananmen Square as troops ; 
and tanks crush a prodemocracy movement _ * 

China conducts ballistic missile tests, hitting targets located within 90 | 
miles of Taiwan's coast I ' 


■ **▼■»?■** (F*\ 

na, he said, needs Hong Ko^g as £- 
bridge to the global markets, while the 
wqrld needs Hong Kong as an entry 

. ..j H - i nuM point to China’s ex- 

panding markets. 

Wile What does this 

mean for Vietnam? 

I HYSSier In the past relations 

j. ■ between the two 

w MJW2B countries have had 

their ups and 


T :~ if A4nf § 3 * 

■ Ektiy in thefutotb. F?>tE nSJionSaptfalso' 
gning thm npi rnmilk Aany ajhaw <daf- 
wi rirair c omatliimen t In h rnlHmg Kflcial- 
ism while modernizing, reforming and 
industrializing to meet the challenges 
posed by the global economy 

Although China has not become a 
major trading partner, Hong Kong is 
now die second largest investor in Viet¬ 
nam after Thiwan. As of die end of 
1994, Hong Kong had committed 
US$1.9 billion to 210 different projects 
and ventures. Vietnamese officials ex¬ 
pect that these commitments to Viet- 


na&i will be honored after 1997, and 
may even increase. The hope is that 
contact with Hong Kong will spur Chi¬ 
nese investors to increase their stake in 
other Asian economies. For Vietnam, 
which depends on primary products 
such as coal,, timber, foodstuffs and 
rti mrtii]iTn j this could mean additional 
capital for industries such as textiles 
and household utensils.© 

Pham Thinh is the editor of 
The Vietnam Courier, A Hanoi-based 
NEWSEAPBK. 
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The Commerce Group of Companies is a leading financial conglomerate in Malaysia’s 
rapidly, growing financial system. At the helm is Commerce-Asset-Holding Berhad 
(CAHB) listed in the financial section on the Kuala Lumpur Stock Exchange (KLSE). 

CAHB is an investment and management holding company that is well diversified with 
interests in commercial and merchant banking, stock broldng, fund management, leasing 
and realty. 

The Group includes: 

•Bank of Commerce (M) Berhad : 

One of Malaysia’s leading commercial banks with a strong base in corporate banking and 
financing of international trade. Off-shore banking is conducted through its subsidiary 
based in Labuan. 

•Commerce International Merchant Bankers Berhad (CIMB) : 

Malaysia’s foremost merchant bank with major Malaysian corporates as its clients. It has a 
reputation for creating innovative financial products. 

•CIMB Securities Sdn Bhd : 

A member company of the KLSE dedicated to servicing the investment needs of its 
clients. 

The Group is affiliated to Japan’s Sanwa Bank Limited. 

With its rich pool of resources and extensive local and international connections, the 
Group is in a strategic position to help investors in Malaysia. 


Commerce Asset-Holding Berhad 

12th Floor, Commerce Square, Jalan Semantan, 
Damansara Heights, 50490 Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia. 

Tel: 603-253 5333 Fax: 603-253 3335 
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B A $15 million loan agree¬ 
ment to help Jordan buy 
70,000 tons of wheat from 
private -US sources was 
signed in Amman last week. 
This soft loan is extended at ; 
the concessionary interest 1 
rate of 3% for the first seven: 
years, and at 4% thereafter. 
Repayment will begin fol¬ 
lowing a grace period of five 
years in sixteen annual 
installments. 

■ The EC granted Jordan 
ECU 3.5 million to conduct 
feasibility studies for water 
storage and conveyance. 
The Community sees this as 
urgent as Jordan has now 
access to pumping 65 mil¬ 
lion cubic meters between 
"15 October-15 May each 
year, in addition to 28 mil¬ 
lion cubic meters every year 
between 15 May-15 Octo¬ 
ber, from the King Abdullah 
Canal. The stored water will 
be used to irrigate about 
25,000 hectares and supply 
the Amman Govemorate 

■ The Labor Dept, in Aqaba 
received 26S applications, 
248 of. which were posi¬ 
tively met in December. 
Another 126 labor contracts 
of foreign workers were 
renewed, and 30 work per¬ 
mits were cancelled. The 
inspection division of die 
department made 472 
rounds in different enter¬ 
prises, checked 65 compa¬ 
nies for violations and rec¬ 
onciled 10 labor disputes 
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during the same months. 

. ■ The government has 
appropriated JD (.75 mil¬ 
lions for the execution of the 
first stage of a water con¬ 
veyer project to hotels in 

- Wadi Mousa. The conveyer 
is 24.5 kilometers long, and 

L ,\ would supply 150 cubic 

: mares per hour. The second 
stage of the project will 
include the preparation of 
technical studies on the 
waste networks and 3 refin¬ 
ery station at a cost of SIO 
million granted by USAID. 

■ Eight new insurance com¬ 
panies have been approved 
by the Council of Ministers. 
Heir total paid up capital is 
JD 18 million. They are: A1 
Daminoun AI Arab (JD 2 
million). Jordan Interna¬ 
tional insurance (JD 4 mil¬ 
lion), Al Saqr Insurance (JD 
3 million;, Amman Znsu- 

- ranee (JD 2 million). Islamic 
Insurance (JD -2 million), 

. Arab-German Insurance (JD 
5 million). This makes the 

. number of insurance compa¬ 
nies in Jordan to 23. 

- ■ Germany has granted Jor¬ 
dan a DEM 30 million tech¬ 
nical and .financial loan for a 
40-year period at a 0.759^ 
interest rate, and a grace 
period of 10 years. The 
grant loan is directed to 
finance the second stage of 
the Greater Amman network 

-i project. 
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Copyright laws need enforcement 


By Mohammad Adawiya 

Special to The Star 

AS THE technological age 
sweeps across Jordan, one is 
hard pressed not to find com¬ 
puters, cellular phones and 
even compact disc players at 
every home, office and school 
Jordan has Indeed kept up with 
the rest of the world. Where 
the nation does lag behind, 
however, is in its handling of 
laws meant to protect the tal¬ 
ented people who have helped 
to develop this invaluable tech¬ 
nology. Jordan is running seri¬ 
ously behind in tows and 
enforcement of laws designed 
to reduce the illegal copying of 
intellectual property. 

Perhaps the biggest area 
where Jordan and the region 
are trailing behind, is in copy¬ 
right protection. This cate¬ 
gory, coming under Intellectual 
Property Rights (IPR) is per¬ 
haps the most abused of all the 
protection laws. What a patent 
is to an invention, and a trade¬ 
mark to a name, a copyright 
gives the legal exclusive right 
to an author or musician to 
publish, and sell his work. 
One visit to a music store, or a 
bookshop, however, will high¬ 
light just bow insufficient 
regional laws and enforcement 
are. The casual manner and 
extend at which audio and 
video cassettes are illegally 


copied makes one wonder if 
any laws exist at all. 

According to Business Soft¬ 
ware Alliance for example, an 
industry watchdog, 90 percent 
of all software used in Saudi 
Arabia during 1994 was 
pirated, the highest level in 
Africa and the Middle East. 
While Saudi Arabia's 1989 
Copyright Law does specify 
fines of slightly more than 
$5,000 per violation, it is esti¬ 
mated that benefits to violators 
of the law totalled approxi¬ 
mately $101 million in J994. 
Currently, the McDonald's and 
Volvo companies have cases 
pending in Saudi Arabian 
courts to protect their respec¬ 
tive trademarks. 

While many may think this 
is a subject of little importance 
to Jordan, others argue that its 
true importance is often under¬ 
estimated. "Billions of dollars 
are lost worldwide from the 
abuse of copyright laws,” says 
Mr Ali Ahmad President of 
Musicare International a Los 
Angeles, California-based firm 
dealing in the administration of 
music catalogs. “The contents 
of a song or a book is like 
property...no one has the right 
to use those items without the 
owner’s permission,” Mr 
Ahmad explains. "Jordan 
either lacks these laws or is 
simply not enforcing them,” he 
continues. 


Established in 1989, Musi¬ 
care International represents 
musical artists in cases when 
producers or directors wish to 
use a particular client's work. 
During a recent visit to 
Amman, Mr Ahamd noticed 
how inadequate some of Jor¬ 
dan’s enforcement is. From 
frequent visits to the country in 
the past, the music administra¬ 
tion firm’s president explains 
that, "From what 1 can gather, 
Jordan has a history of poor 
deterrents in preventing copy¬ 
right infringements.” 

Some argue it may be in the 
country's interest to simply 
continue its present practices. 
They argue that it isn t a mat¬ 
ter of whether the laws are 
good, but whether Jordan can 
afford them. Citing the inevi¬ 
table rise in the price of books 
and music cassettes, they advo¬ 
cate no change to the current 
policy. Mr Ahmad, disagrees, 
explaining that the country will 
actually benefit more from the 
strict enforcement of these 
laws than one might expect. 
‘The important thing is to give 
people the incentive to be crea¬ 
tive,” the company president 
explains, "...once people see 
that they will be rewarded for 
their ideas, the consumer will 
ultimately have a higher qual¬ 
ity of items to chose from.” he 
adds. 

Jordan will also benefit from 


increased foreign investment 
according to Mr Ahmad. “For¬ 
eign companies are currently 
afraid of entering a market 
where their ideas are unpro¬ 
tected.” he notes. Mr Ahmad 
cites the case of The Disney 
Company which only recently 
entered the lucrative Gulf area 
due to the previously lack of 
intellectual property rights. 

For some, the issue of intel¬ 
lectual property rights has been 
a lifelong struggle. One such 
individual is Mr Talal Abu- 
Ghazaleh. chairman of the 
Arab Society for the Protection 
of Intellectual Property 
(ASPIP), which held the First 
International Intellectual Prop¬ 
erty Conference in Amman in 
September 1995. Mr Abu- 
Ghazaleh has led the fight for 
the establishment and enforce¬ 
ment of the protection of intel¬ 
lectual property such as trade¬ 
marks and copyrights. His 
company, Talal Abu-Gbazaleh 
International (TAGI), continues 
this straggle with ' offices 
throughout the Middle East 

Mrs Sana Badr Fahoum. . 
Regional Manager, at TAGI 
explains that Jordan has had 
intellectuai property right laws 
in place since 1952. The prob¬ 
lems, sbe explains, is with the 
inadequacy of the penalties. 
"They can make more money 
by abusing these laws, even 
taking into account the penal¬ 


ties,” she explains, "...the pen¬ 
alties do not deter them.” She 
explains, "We are in the pro¬ 
cess of overcoming these prob¬ 
lems.” She points out that Jor¬ 
dan -has applied to become a 
member of the World* Trade 
Organization (WTOj and that 
as a member, Jordan would be 
obliged to obey the laws of 
intellectual property. In addi¬ 
tion to increasing penalties 
against violators, Mrs Fahoum 
believes that education is also 
important. “People don’t real¬ 
ize the millions of dollars 
[involved] in buying an inven¬ 
tion” she says. Sbe believes 
rbar once people truly under¬ 
stand what intellectual property 
rights are, and penalties are 
substantially increased, Jordan 
will improve its record. 

IPR’s have taken center- 
stage as governments are real¬ 
izing the importance of provid¬ 
ing adequate protection of 
intellectual property. The 
countries of the region are just 
beginning' to see how the lack 
of laws and enforcement can 
impede the inflow of foreign 
capital into the region and stif- 
fle creativity. While laws are 
in place, however, most agree 
that without strict enforcement, 
these laws will not achieve the 
desired results. ■ 


Euro-Med partnership relations 
set to improve after Barcelona 


AMMAN (Star)—The 15 EU 
member states and 12 Mediter¬ 
ranean countries. which partic¬ 
ipated in the Barcelona Confer¬ 
ence last November, 
committed themselves to estab¬ 
lish a comprehensive partner¬ 
ship through strengthened 
political dialogue, the develop¬ 
ment of economic and financial 
cooperation, and greater 
emphasis on the social, cultu¬ 
ral, and human dimensions. 
The declaration adopted at the 
conference emphasizes that 
“turning the Mediterranean 
basis into an area of dialogue, 
exchange and cooperation 

guaranteeing peace, stability, 
and prosperity requires a 

strengthening of democracy 
and respect for human rights, 
sustainable and balanced eco¬ 
nomic and social development, 
measures to combat poverty, 
and the promotion of greater 
understanding between cul¬ 
tures, which are essential 
aspects of partnership.” 

Among other achievements, 

the Barcelona Conference 

By James K. Glassman 

LA Times-Woshingion Post 
News Sendee 

MOST STOCK-picfcing sys¬ 
tems are bunk. They’re either 
too complicated or too risky, or 
they’re based on faulty prem¬ 
ises, or they just don't work 
over time. 

But here's a system that has 
none of those drawbacks. You 
can call your broker and get 
started immediately, as the year 
begins. And. while the system 
works in ail kinds of markets, 
it’s especially suited to the 
frighteningly lofty one we've 
got right now. As with any 
investment plan, of course, 
there are no guarantees. 

The system is absurdly sim¬ 
ple. At the start of each year, 
invest equal amounts of money 
in the 10 stocks with the high¬ 
est yield 3mong the 30 stocks 
that" make up the Dow Jones 
industrial average. Then, at the 
end of the year, sell the stocks 
and repeat the process. 

“Yield.” by the way, is the 
dividend percentage rate. If a 
stock is trading at SI 00 a share 
and it's dividend is $4 a year 
(usually paid rn quarterly 
installments), then the yield is 
four percent. 

The system was invented by 
John SI alter, a Cleveland 
investment advisor and writer. 


brought to one table Syria, Leb¬ 
anon. and Israel, thus marking 
the first official participation of 
the three councries in public 
meetings since the Madrid con¬ 
ference in 1992. It also set the 
year 2010 as the target date for 
the gradual establishment of a 
Mediterranean free trade area. 
Tariff and non-tariff barriers 
will be progressively culmi¬ 
nated in accordance tvith time¬ 
tables between the partners, and 
agricultural products and ser- 
. Wees will be liberalized step by 
step. 

The creation of a free trade 
area will be underpinned by a 
substantial increase in EU 
financial assistance, to encour¬ 
age sustainable indigenous 
development and mobilize local 
economic operators. An amount 
of ECU 4, 685 million has 
already been ^located for 1995- 
1999 by the European Invest¬ 
ment Bank (EIB) by increased 
loans, and bilateral financial 
contribution from the member 
states. 

To ensure the continuity of 


the momentum developed by 
the conference, the partici¬ 
pants agreed to sec up a fol¬ 
low-up committee at the sen¬ 
ior-official level, consisting of 
a European Union Troika and 
one representative of each 
Mediterranean partner. This 
committee will hold regular 
meetings to prepare for the 
meetings of foreign ministers 
ci both sides , take stock of and 
evaluate the follow -up to the 
Barcelona process, and update 
the work program adopted by 
the conference participants. 

Euro-Med Agreements: 

Tunisia: On 17 July 1995. 
Tunisia committed itself for 
the next 12 years to liberaliz¬ 
ing industrial trade with the 
EC which already admits 
Tunisian industrial products 
free of duty. Financial support 
has been agreed to ‘level up its 
economy'. Market access for 
its agricultural products will be 
improved. 

Israel: The agreement 

signed foresees a total liberali¬ 
zation of industrial trade. 


improved reciprocal access for 
agricultural products, and 
enhanced economic, technical, 
and financial cooperation in 
science and technology. More¬ 
over, under the agreement, 
Israel will enjoy the observer 
status in the community's man¬ 
agement committees for 
research and development. 

Morocco: The agreement 
signed in November '95 
between the two sides is identi¬ 
cal in all aspects with that 
signed in Tunisia, expect that it 
takes into account the specific 
characteristics of traditional 
trade between the community 
and Morocco. 

Egypt: Detailed examination 
of the various headings of the 
future agreement took place 
last October. Several issues still 
need to be settled, particularly 
how tariffs will be dismantled 
so that there will be a balance 
of advantage in industrial trade. 
In fact. Egypt would like to 
have a sufficiently long transi¬ 
tion period and support for its 
industry. Egypt is also asking 


for better access to Europe for 
its agricultural products. 

Jordan: In October ‘95, Jor¬ 
dan and the EC began negotia¬ 
tions on a new agreement. Jor¬ 
dan subscribes to the creation 
of an industrial free trade zone. 
The EC promises its economic, 
technical, and financial cooper¬ 
ation in supporting political 
reforms in Jordan, and its help 
in promoting trade liberaliza¬ 
tion. The EC also aims at 
“facilitating the creation of a 
free trade zone between Jordan 
and its neighbors, especially 
Egypt. Israel, and the PNA 
areas.” 

Syria: Cooperation with 
Syria, which began under the 
cooperation agreement of 
1977. was suspended in 1986, 
and re-started in 1991. It is cur¬ 
rently focused on implement¬ 
ing the 3rd and 4th financial 
protocols. In January 1995, the 
commission decided to finance 
a program to modernize bank¬ 
ing in Syria at a cost of ECU 
4.5 million, with the purpose of 
encouraging the emergence of 
the private sector. ■ 


A stock-picking plan 
for a lofty new year 


and extolled by other market 
mavens. including Harvey C. 
Knowles III and Damon H. 
Pettv in tbeir book. The Divi¬ 
dend Investor. 

Knowles tested the system, 
called the “Dow 10."’ back to 
1973. He found these results, 
which can safely be termed 
incredible: 

In total return (price gains 
plus dividends), the Dow 10 
beat the Dow' as a whole in 18 
out of the 23 years, or 78 per¬ 
cent of the time. 

■ Through 1994. the aver¬ 
age annual "total return for the 
Dow 10 was 17 J percent: for 
the full Dow. UJ percent. 
Thai’s a huge difference. In 10 
years, an investment growing 
at 17.5 percent will quintuple, 
while an investment growing 
at 11.5 percent merely triples. 

■ The full Dow has had six 
losing years since 1973. but 
the Dow 10 has had only two. 
declining eight percent in 1990 


and just a percent in 1977. 

B In the killer bear-market 
years. 1973-74. the full Dow 
lost 34 ocrcent—and a repeat 
of that episode can’t be ruled 
out as the century draws to a 
dose. But in 1973-74. the Dow 
10 actually scored a positive 
return of five percent. 

■ Even in roaring bull mar¬ 
kets. the Dow 10 has generally 
whipped the Dow. In 1975, the 
system returned 53 percent 
while the Dow returned 44 per¬ 
cent; in 1991. it returned 34 
percent compared with 25 per¬ 
cent for the full Dow. 

And in 1995? Based on an 
analysis by Bloomberg Busi¬ 
ness News of stocks from Dec. 
29. 1994, to Dec. 29. 1995 
(final results for the year 
weren’t complete by press 
time), the total return for the 
Dow 10 was 44.4 percent; for 
the full Dow, 36.9 percent. 

I asked Slaner why the sys¬ 
tem works. He began by say- 
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ing that he’s a strong believer 
in "value” investing—in other 
words, buying stocks that are 
disliked by the market rather 
than stocks that are the current 
darlings. Research has shown 
that this bargain-hunting style 
pays off. 

But how to define "value" 
stocks? "You can use different 
measurements," Slatter told 
me. "including P/E (price-to- 
eamings ratio). P/B (price to 
book-value ratio), or yield. If 
you took any one of those 
"three, you would do well. But 
yield is handy. You don't have 
to think or do any 
calculations.” 

He added. "The point is that 
yield is a symbol of value, of a 
stock's unpopularity.” 

You can find a stock’s yield 
in the daily stock tables in the 
newspaper. You can find its P/ 
E as well, but that ratio can be 
tricky; it's often distorted by 
special events. Yield tends to 
be a sturdier number, espe¬ 
cially among the blue-chip 
stocks that make up the Dow. 

Yield is merely a stock's 
“indicated” lor expected) divi¬ 
dend divided by its price. Divi¬ 
dends are a good measurement 
of Jong term profits and price, 
of course, is the best measure¬ 
ment of the market's enthu¬ 
siasm for a stock. If the market 
is sour on a stock but profits 
remain solid, then the yield 
win be high. 

' Of course, different compa¬ 
nies have different dividend 
policies. Fast-growing high- 
tech firms like Microsoft Corp. 
pay no dividends at all, prefer¬ 
ring to retain their profits and 
use them for internal invest¬ 
ment (buying machines, build¬ 
ing new plants) rather than 
passing them on to investors. 

Energy companies, banks 
and old-line manufacturers tra¬ 
ditionally pay high dividends 
while consumer-products firms 
take varying divergent 
approaches. The Coca-Cola 
Co., for instance, has a yield 
that generally runs around J 
percent while the dividend of 
Philip Morris Cos. is five per¬ 


cent or higher. 

Slatrer admits that one draw¬ 
back of his system is that it's 
top-heavy in oils. The three 
Dow oil stocks—Exxoi :>rp.. 
Chevron Corp. -Arid caco 
Inc—almost always m the 
Dow 10 list. As a suit, 
they’re 30 percendof its <cks. 
even though they’re only 10 
percent of the Dow. 

For that reason, Slatter says, 
the Dow 10 shouldn't com¬ 
prise your entire investment 
portfolio. "| would tell people 
to put only about 25 to 30 per¬ 
cent of their money into these 
(Dow 10) stocks.” 

Still, oil stocks are fre¬ 
quently excellent value plays; 
the market rarely finds them 
sexy, so they often languish, 
profitable but unloved. 

A more significant problem 
with the Dow 10 system is the 
tax bite. Dividends are taxed as 
ordinary income—a rate of 
39.6 percent for the very rich 
and 28 percent for middle- 
income families. Capital gains, 
with a current top rate of 28 
percent, are incurred when you i 
sell stocks at a profit, and a i 
system like the Dow 10 gener¬ 
ates such sales at the end of 
each year. 

For that reason, the Dow 10 
is a good portfolio for your 
tax-deferred IRA or 401 (k) 
plan. But even if you can duck 
the taxes, you can’t duck the 
brokerage commissions. 

Buying stocks that pay good 
dividends makes sense, 
whether they’re Dow stocks or 
not. Slatter notes that, histori¬ 
cally. “almost half of the total 
return of stocks has come from 
dividends.” 

While payouts can be cut if 
a company falls on hard times 
(international Business 

Machines Corp.’s went from 
$4.84 in 1992 to $1.00 in 
1995), dividends normally pro¬ 
vide a steady flow of income, 
even when the market heads 
down. ■ 
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CBJpaves way for economic growth 

■ Hie new instructions issued by the Centra] Bank of Jordan 
(CBJ) to promote the credit facility ceilings have been posi¬ 
tively received by many tankers and stock market dealers." 

These ceilings have been raised to JD 0.5 million for ordi¬ 
nary clients, and JD 1 million for corporate bodies, (these 
were JD 150.000 and JD 300,000 respectively in the past). 
These flexible measures would certainly revive the shares cir¬ 
culation on the Amman Financial Market (AFM'i which has 
been receding during the last successive years. Combined with 
the new Investment Promotion Law, these CBJ measures are 
anticipated to equip the AFM with effective means for a strong 
start in 1996. 

The new CBJ instructions allow all licensed banks to offer an 
ordinary client a credit facility of up to JD 150,000 and jD 
300,000 to a corporate body without reference to the CBJ, an 
imperative that was formerly binding for JD 50.000 and above. 

Flexible credit facility ceilings and their compatibility to the 
developments of the capital market and the freer movement of 
the banks in running tbeir operations, are essential factors to 
finance development in market economies. 

At the end of 1995. the stock rates closed at a 10.84*7' 
increase. The trading volume fell by JD 75 million—from JD 
495 million in 1994to JD 420 million in 1995. 

However, the AFM figures also show that the discrepancy in 
the circulated shares between 1 994 and 1995 is not as big as the 
trading volume. Total shares were 175.2 million and 175.1 mil¬ 
lion respectively. Dearly, this was the result of the depreciation 
of stock rates and the increase of dealings in the parallel market 
in 1995 by 16.9%—from 253,700 in 1994 to 210.S00 contracts 
in 1995. 

The highest percentage increase (19.31%) recorded in 19^5 
was for banks which amounted to 188 25 points at the close of 
the year. Shares of the industrial sector rose by 1.42% and their 
standard figure reached 129,95 points, while shares of the ser¬ 
vice companies devalued by 1.13% and recorded a standard 
figure of 129.11 points. The shares of the insurance companies 
witnessed the most depredation by 5.39% v ;, h a stendar 4 ■»* 
ure of 130,77 points. 

In December ‘95 alone, trading volume was JD 29 million 
compared to JD 29.2 million in December *94. Stock emana¬ 
tion in December *95 was 13.2 million against 11.8 million ;rr 
the same month of the year before. As for the executed con¬ 
tracts, they amounted to 17.600 in December ‘95. compared to 
12300 in December *94 (423% increase). 
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Advertising in Jordan !' 

r 

HAVE YOU noticed an increase in television and newspa- 
per advertisements over the last two years? How about the j: 
billboards that seem to appear on just about evety main j ; 
street in Amman? They are not always very attractive, are f, 
they, but they are getting better. '! 

Advertising in Jordan is undergoing a major transforma- l : 
tion: from haphazard attempts at attracting consumers, to j. 
studied efforts that communicate very spedfic messages. : : 
derived from more precise corporate marketing objectives, f 
Of all the branches that constitute the “marketing tree.” 
advertising (sometimes referred to as “marketing com muni- [; 
cations") is the area experiencing the strongesr qualitative ;; 
development in Jordan today. 

This is marked, and indeed helped, by the arrival of a * 
handful of “more professional agendes” that are subsidiaries i; 
of international advertising networks - Saatchi & Saatchi. ■ 
Afkar Promo, Horizon, Intermarkets and Image Net. These >■ 
agendes, with their international standards and capabilities, [j 
put competitive pressures on local advertisers to perform bei- Si 
ter, which is good. Their presence, in the long run, signifies ; 
imminent growth and, ultimately, increased competition [ 
among businesses in general - which is good for the Jorua- i 
nian consumer j 

The irony of the situation is that Jordanian businesses . S 
which stand to benefit the most from an increase in the qual- * 
ity of advertising and the inherent revenue increases, are 
generally speaking, not willing to spend the amounts neces- S 
sary to support that increase in quality. p 

To a certain extent, this is understandable, for the concept " 
of including an advertising budget as a permanent balance 
sheet expense has not fully taken hold in the Jordanian com- ij 
mercial psyche... yet But, rest assured that it will, because t 
competitive pressures make this development inevitable. 1 E 
anticipate that by the end of this decade, general managers in g 
ali Jordanian business sectors will be taking the issue ol' t 1 
advertising a lot more seriously, and at least as seriously as ■ 
their competitors do... r 

As more and more participants enter the market for a cer- 
tain product or service, the competitive issue changes from ! 
one of fighting for a share of market-growth to maintaining J 
the existing market share (or trying to get a larger slice of the J 
same pie). Companies that have established themselves early j: 
on in a particular market now find it harder to maintain the 
same sales revenues. At this point, a company's main prior- [j 
ity is to defend its market share, and good advertising j} 
derived from a sound strategy, can be extremely effective in \ 
furthering that goal. Advertising isn't a guarantee to success, l 
but there certainly is a very strong correlation between ■; 
increased advertising and increased sales. “Advertise or -■ 
die”? I wouldn’t go that far, but don't advertise in a competi- \> 
tive market, and you’re sure to "miss the boat"! B Ij 
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Phoenix emerges 
stronger than ever 


By Eyad Amman 

Special to the Star 

NEW YEAR’S day marked 
die launching date of the latest 
issue of Phoenix, the cultural 
bi-weekly paper that is pub¬ 
lished and funded by the Phoe¬ 
nix Gallery. The third issue of 
the paper, numbered two after 
issues zero and one. is filled 
with essays, poetry, and social 
studies - very much according 
to its purpose. 

Phoenix is primarily inter¬ 
ested in publicizing various 
cultural subjects beyond the 
circle of intelligentsia, free 
from the bias of politics, politi¬ 
cal parties, and the multi¬ 
polarity of the current state of 
things. The paper also aspires 
to create a medium which for a 
long time was lost among mar¬ 
ginal essays in local newspa¬ 
pers and bureaucratic publica¬ 
tions that often failed to give 
the proper credit to the materi¬ 
als discussed. 

Ali Al-Shalah, editorial man¬ 
ager of Phoenix, said that it 
was the ambition of the paper 
to be able to Identify local and 
Arab intellectuals, giving them 
recognition. They will encour¬ 


age any artist by giving a full 
report about any exhibition or 
new work whenever possible. 
They are more than willing to 
publish any new writer, and the 
only criterion for publication is 
the quality of the material it¬ 
self. 

One of the goals of the paper 
is strengthening the bonds be¬ 
tween Arab cultural icons and 
Arab cultural sources in gener¬ 
al. “There have been attempts 
to create such a paper before, 
but wc didn't see much that 
materialized from those other 
attempts. We hope that Phoenix 
will be able to do chat.” he said. 

Some of the problems 
that would have to be over¬ 
come on the Arab level are the 
absence of literature of other 
Arab countries in every Arab 
state. West .African writers are 
a myth to most Middle Eastern¬ 
ers and vice-versa. The Arabic 
Language Associations, whose 
primary goal is the unification 
and standardization of usage 
and (he Arabization of foreign 
words have been in disagree¬ 
ment over many issues and for 
a long time. “We are hoping 
that Phoenix will continue to 
address such issues as part of 
its mission of creating a com¬ 



mon denominator for the Arab 
culture." said Al-Sbalab. 

The paper is still in its infan¬ 
cy, and many hopes have been 
built upon it Readers have re¬ 
marked on a number of issues 
that should be addressed in fu¬ 
ture issues: The photography 
employed is rather weaker than 
the substance of the articles 
and in many cases the subject 
of the picture is not clear. The 
use of computer typesetting is 
causing many lines in the es¬ 
say to start with commas and 
periods. This may be a minor 
error m any other language, 
but in Arabic it is one of the 
greatest taboos. 

The staff of the paper and 
the gallery said that die word 
Phoenix was borrowed from 


Greek mythology - that of the 
Are bird. Unfortunately, they 
dropped the letter 'O' from the 
word, which creates unneces¬ 
sary criticisms to the paper 
and the gallery, undermining 
their achievements. 

Phoenix comes out on the 
first and fifteenth of every 
month, currently at an ambi¬ 
tious starting circulation of 
five thousand copies. The 
paper accepts only enough ad¬ 
vertising to cover its printing 
expenses and royalties to the 
writers. 

Mr. Shalah said that eventu¬ 
ally they might add an English 
section, which many readers 
are looking forward to. ■ 


International Committee of the Red Cross 

The humanitarian mission 

continues 


By Oronb AI Abed 

Special to The Star 

WHILE THE SUPERPOWER 
conflict of the> cold war 
between the United States and 
the Soviet Union is a thing of 
the past, regional conflicts are 
not The International Com¬ 
mittee of the Red Cross 
(ICRC) estimates that no less 
than 35 internal conflicts 
worldwide pose a tremendous 
challenge to those whose mis¬ 
sion is to extend humanitarian 
aid to the victims. 

The mission of the ICRC 
has not changed with time, 
said Mr MuSn Kaissis who is 
in charge of the publishing and 
information deportment at the 
committee's Amman office. 
He said the ICRC as a humani¬ 
tarian organization acts 
directly to help war victims 
and those undergoing harsh 
living conditions in additions 
to those deprived of their free¬ 
dom with the objective of pre¬ 
serving human resources. 

Mr Kaissis told The Star 
that the ICRC offers its ser¬ 
vices based on an article of its 
statutes which designates that 
“the International Committee 
of the Red Cross may take any 
humanitarian initiative which 
comes within its role as a spe¬ 
cifically neutral and indepen¬ 
dent institution and intermedi¬ 
ary, and may consider any 
question requiring examina¬ 
tion by such an institution." 


BENTLEY SYSTEMS Inc., 
the leader in professional com¬ 
puter-aided design products 
and services to engineering 
organizations, has recently 
announced in a seminar held at 
the Bahrain Hilton Hotel on 11 
December, a major productiv¬ 
ity upgrade to its entire Micro- 
Station range of products. This 
MicroStation "Class of 95” 
holds technology that dramati¬ 
cally increases user productiv¬ 
ity. according to industry tests, 
and readies user environments 
for the latest MicroStation 
OpenSpace Application. 

McroSlation *95 features a 
streamlined graphical user 
interface, the news AccuDraw 
and Stnartline drawing tech¬ 
nologies, as well as a multi- 
platform MicroStation-BASIC 
lan guag e and development 
environment. The standout 
AccuDraw technology 

enhances productivity in 
almost all user design tasks by 
speeding placement of precise 
data points, a continual action 
in CAD. Much of the new 
technology in MicroStation 
*95 is inherited and advanced 


The 51 missions of the 
ICRC, which are spread all 
over the world, focus on 
accomplishing their traditional 
tasks of protecting detained 
individuals and civilians, offer¬ 
ing emergency medical assis¬ 
tance. and preventive action— 
especially spreading knowl¬ 
edge of international humani¬ 
tarian law. "According to die 
Geneva Agreement, citizens 
should be protected and our 
task is to be the connection for 
those disconnected from the 
outside world,” explained Mr 
Kaissis. The ICRC in Amman 
continuously visits detained 
individuals in prisons to assess 
their situation and to lei them 
express their feelings to ihe 
representative of the ICRC. 
‘The visits benefit not only the 
people whom the institution is 
helping, but also the state or 
political entity accepting the 
offer,” added Mr Kaissis. "All 
ICRC action has a calming 
influence and eliminates some 
of the causes of tension. Fur¬ 
thermore. ICRC visits demon¬ 
strate the authorities' desire to 
ensure that the persons they are 
detaining receive a humane 
treatment.” reads an ICRC 
brochure. 

“Last November, we orga¬ 
nized a special visit for Jorda¬ 
nian families to see their rela¬ 
tives who were detained in 
Kuwait.” said Abd Ai Karim 
A3 Hindi from the Tracing 
Agency, which is part of the 


ICRC Another 25 families 
‘ visited detained individuals 
in the Occupied Territories. 
The visits, aiming to reu¬ 
nite family members, are 
exceptional because secur¬ 
ity guards are not present 
during the visits, which are 
conducted under the super¬ 
vision of the ICRC ‘These 
visits have a very positive 
impact on the psychologi¬ 
cal condition of the pris¬ 
oner” said Mr AI Hindi. 

The Tracing Agency, 
through a worldwide net¬ 
work, mobilizes ail 
resources to respond to 
immense needs in 
extremely difficult situa¬ 
tions. “Our task is to look 
for information and people as 
well as to transmit the informa¬ 
tion about lost, ill or dead peo¬ 
ple.” Mr AI Hindi said. 

The agency was founded in 
Amman after the 1967 war 
when the need to gather infor¬ 
mation about lost or jailed 
members of families in the 
Occupied- Territories became 
dire. 

The main mission was to 
send urgent news by phone» 
telex or the radio to and from 
Jordan about family members 
in addition to the transport of 
patients in cooperation with the 
Red Crescent “With the sign¬ 
ing of peace in the region and 
the opening of direct telephone 
lines, our mission has been 
reduced.” said Mr AI Hindi. 



Nevertheless, the ICRC has 
announced mat it is staying in 
the Middle East to serve the 
needs of the peace such as pro¬ 
tecting civilians and reuniting 
dispersed families. The 
ICRC's Chairman in Geneva 
Dr Cornflio Stunaroga 
announced that the committee 
still has work to do since peace 
has not yet reached the whole 
region. “Our activities aim 
basically to prevent suffering 
and not conflicts.” Dr Suma- 
rogo was quoted as saying by 
the local press recently. "It is 
not our work to prevent wars 
because we are not a political 
organization, on the contrary 
we are neutral because we 
warn to reach victims and help 
them.”* 


Bentley launches MicroStation ‘95 

International office 
opened in Bahrain 


from the new renowned 
McroStation PowerDraft prod¬ 
uct introduced earlier this year. 

Paul Mclver. General Man¬ 
ager. Bentley Systems Mid 
World Ltd., comments, “this 
upgrade is focused in boosting 
user productivity. MicroStation 
is one of the best kept secrets. 
In the last few years, we have 
carefully studied design inter¬ 
action and engineered the. 
industry's most modem and 
productive design 

environment. 

Jamil Ai Najjar. Managing 
Director of Hi-Tech, the exclu¬ 
sive agent and the Bentley 
Business Center in Bahrain 
comments. "MicroStation *95 
definitely improves productiv¬ 
ity. With its new GUI and 


AccuDraw capabilities, users 
will be able to design and draft 
much more quickly.” 

Bentley has recently 
appointed Hi-Tech as its 
authorised reseller in Bahrain. 
Hi-Tech's role as a reseller of 
the entire range of Bentley 
Systems software include sales 
and marketing, product demon¬ 
strations. installation and com¬ 
missioning of products, soft¬ 
ware support training, 
customisation and consultancy. 

New Branch Office 

Bentley has recently opened 
its branch office in Bahrain. 7 * 
The opening of the office is the 
result of Bentley’s plan to pro¬ 
vide per sales technical support 
to its growing market the 


office is managed by Mr. Ian 
Best 

“Bahrain is an important 
market for the IT industry. 
During recent months, we have 
undertaken a series of strategic 
initiatives in the market aimed 
at strengthening our local posi¬ 
tion. The opening of the 
branch office is a further 
expression of our commitment 
to this market.” said Ted Lam- 
boo. Vice President Sales and 
Marketing, of Bentley. 

The office will provide qual¬ 
ity engineering support for 
users and companies utilising 
Bentley software. It will also 
be responsible for corporate 
technical liaison activity for 
new product designs. ■ 


JBSP Addresses Jordanian Women 

Workshop sessions 
held in co-operation 
with JWU 

THE JORDAN Birth Spacing Project has begun its activities 
involving Jordanian women's groups, to further educate women 
mi birth sparing, its benefits, and the various methods offered 
through the project. 

These activities started on 20 December, 1995. Four sessions 
are held in co-operation with the Jordanian Women's Union. 

The Jordan Birth Spacing Project is a partnership among inter¬ 
national pharmaceutical manufacturers, Jordanian pharmaceutical 
distributors, private sector physicians, pharmacists, and communi- 
i cations professionals, hs goal is to make available to Jordanian 
women and their families safe, effective, abd affordable modem 
contraceptive methods. The project is a private sector effort under 
the sponsorship of the Jordan Ministry of Health. 

The sessions are conducted by leading experts both from the 
Ministry of Health and the private sector in Jordan's medical and 
pharmaceutical fields. 

The Jordan Birth Spacing Project includes among its partners 
private sector physicians and pharmacists. These service provides 
are. the major sources of information on birth sparing methods for 
women in Jordan, and they are influential in the adoption and con¬ 
tinued use of birth spacing methods. ■ 


Seasonal offers at 
Le Meridien and 
Forte Grand 

THIS WINTER season has provided Forte Hotels with an 
I ideal opportunity to showcase hs new promotionalpackages 
which hi ghligh t the variety and range of Le Meridien mid 
I Forte Grand hotels worldwide. 

“For the first time we have pat together a series of promo¬ 
tional packages which wQl appeal to both business and leisure 
travellers throughout the 
Middle East,”said Russel . - ■ 

Sharpe, senior vice presi- A 

dent, sales and market- A W M 

ingj Middle East, India, 

East and South Africa. 

included in the pack- d \ TT* F™ 

age is the WinterJ*ass^ 1 1^ - I— 

port, which offers sav- I m * I g 

lugs of op to 50% at over ■ V ■ \ ■ ■■ 

80 Le Meridien and ,, A T r . - 

Forte Grand hotels H (/ I u L J 

worldwide and will con¬ 
tinue until the end of — - 

February. 

Business travellers visiting cities such as London, Tokyo, 
and New York or leisure travellers taking a break in destina¬ 
tions as diverse as Dubai, Cairo, IJsbon, Brussels and Singa¬ 
pore can take advantage of the offer. 

In the Middle East, the Winter Passport can result in op to 
30% savings for guests staying at Le Meridien, Bahrain; Forte 
Grand Jumeira Beach in Dubai; Le Meridien Cairo; and Le 
Meridien Al-Khobar. 

Also launched this season is the ‘Let’s Meet in the Middle 
East 1996 1 package, which is dedicated to badness groups and 
conference organizers offering special room rates and group 
bookings in Le Meridien and Forte Grand hotels throughout 
the region. 

“With fifteen five star hotels in the Middle East, It makes 
sense to promote the choice of meeting and banqueting facili¬ 
ties offered by them,” said Raja Nasri, vice president sales 
and marketing, Le Meridien and Forte Grand Middle East 

“For example, in Egypt alone, we have four priorities 
including Le ChampoUkra, the luxury NOe cruiser, which 
would make an unusual and luxurious conference venue,” he 
said. 

Under the terms of the ‘Let’s Meet In* the Middle East’ 
package, guests are provided with a number of service' extras 
including a dedicated meeting room, complimentary room pol¬ 
icy r one flee room for every ten guests, use of the the hotels’ 
audio visual equipment Business Center facilities, airport 
transfer, and a guaranteed level of service ensuring that each 
meeting or conference receives expert attention. ■ . 


HOTELS 






mm 


Tte the Webster*. They say there's some 
pitiful thing dying of thirst out their 
way, and would we like to come over?” 



"As if we all knew where we're going.” 


- . ' ■**' v- A>' : ■. y ’ -w 




k -v' ■ 



“Doreen! There's a spider on you! One of 
those big. hairy, brown ones with the long 
legs that can move like the wind Itself?" 



"Great... Just great, you imbecile! I’ve been 
floating here for hours like a harmless log 
and you come up and start talking to me!” 


A G E N D 


Exhibitions 

■ Pitra. Truces de Pas¬ 
sage, by Rafaele IDE- 
Chabrol at the French 
Culture Center, on Sun¬ 
day 7 January at 6 pm 

■ ‘The autobiography of 
an eye", photography exhi¬ 
bition at Darat al Funun 
by the poet Ibrahim Nasrala 
until 15 January. 

Films 

■ Rim for children and 
youth at the Goethe Insti¬ 
tute on Saturday. 6 January 
at 8 pro 



■ Suspect, at The Ameri¬ 
can Center today, Thurs¬ 
day, 4 January at 5 pm 
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ACROSS 

1 A KeBy 
6 Stroke 
fondly 
-9- Happen 
agan 

14 Friendess 
ona" 

15 Ecology 
.gmi^abbr. 

IB. Ascancted 
17 Shahs - 1 
.4.8 Smafl <fctak 
.19 Designated 

20 Abated . 

21 Mica 

23-Adam's . 

- garden 
24 Shop 
-2S Hanied 
27.. Pitched 
Mideast 
.slateabbr. 
Wrictowunit 
ncaimy 
Sunpteous 


40 Gift 

42 Pool 
-walker 

43 Arctic 
vehicle 

44 Guitarist 
Paul 

45 Sports 
sites 

47 Pick at 

49 Purloin 

51 5 mefler by¬ 
product 

55 Baptizes 

60 Frighten 

61 Lasso 

62 Depot atbr. 

83 Church plate 

64 Desert 
garden 

65 Greet weight 

66 State views 

67 Iron 

68 Garfunkei 

69 Nomads' 
homes 


DOWN 

1 Bright Bght 

2 Dressed 

3 Win by — 

4 Bind 
together 

5 OEDword 

6 Sorry 

7 Event 

8 Tropic 
grazer 

9 Chimed 

10 Of a period 

11 Unconscious 
state 

12 Exploits 

13 Beatty 
film 

22 Snare 

24 Musial 

26 Musical 
cframa 

28 Listens to 

29 Legal thing 

30 Russian city 

31 Rose or port 


32 Terms Items 

33 Grain state 

34 Shadowbox 

35 Impolite 

39 Dawson or 
Deighton 

40 Agreeable 

41 Factual 

43 Loud person 

46 Fast plane 

48 Getaway 
from 

50 Seed coai 

52 Roman 
longue 

53 “—weall?" 

54 Heredity 
holders 

55 Harvest 

56 Listen to 

57 Scratch out 

58 Inflamma¬ 
tion: sufl. 

59 BacfcteDc 

60 Schoobook 
dog 




^Crossword Puzzle 


^gnona nnn nnnnn 
fennnnn npm nnunm 
agnnonn nns Donna 
laaoga □□□nannciE 
Pann nnann 
L«« ann ua onnonn 
inan nano nnonn 
|0onnE]Qn nanDdora 
l&OEig na an asn 

Tonn nnna g_ 

lr _,_nonno ntrao 

[nnnnnnnon hhoho 
[nanna nna npann 
[noQnn nno nnnn p 

Lgasgg nan aanna 


FEEUN’ 
— FIT !— 


Sodium is a nutrition no- 
no. Take proactive measures 
to eliminate unnecessary salt 
from your diet, e.g., rinse 
canned vegetables to remove 
added salt in the canning 
process, use low-salt foods, 
and train your palaie to enjoy 
other spices like pepper and 
garlic. 

0 1995. Tribune Mafia Service* 


AT&T G.I.S celebrates the 
new year in a grand reception 


Weekly Up: Investigate opportu¬ 
nities for work and adventure in a for¬ 
eign land. Study another language to 
get ready. 

Aries (March 21-April 19). 
Don't be seduced into abandoning a 
philosophy you know is right! 
Convert your opponent, instead! 

Taurus (April 20-May 20). You 
feel like sprucing up your domestic 
environment. If you don’t have 
enough money, share costs with 
another person. 

Gemini (May 21-June 21). 
You'll be decisive and confident. 
Discuss a matter that's close to your 
heart with one you love. 

Cancer (June 22-July 22). A 
major purchase may have you wor¬ 
ried. A distant friend may be able to 
help you get it wholesale. 

- Leo (July 23-Aug. 22). You're 
even more powerful than usuaL Be 
gentle, too. Make purchasing deci¬ 
sions after reading the small print 

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept 22V There’s 
lots of action, but you should do tine. 
You may even have time to help a 
friend get organized 

Libra (Sept 23-Oct. 23). An end 
club meetings. Somebody you meet 
there could help you make your 
dreams come true. 

Scorpio <OcL 24-Nov. 21). A per¬ 
son who thinks he or she knows 
everything is not going to be interest¬ 
ed in your opinion. Save it until later. 

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). 
You’ll be intensively scrutinized. 
Make sure you know the material by 
hean! 

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). 
Find time to research grams and 
scholarships. Consult a person who 
can help you arrange all the details in 
advance. 

Aquarius (Jan. 2(LFeb. 18). The 
opposition you encounter could actu¬ 
ally make your plan work better. 
Don't get defensive; listen and leam! 

Pisces (Feb. 19-Mardi 20). Give 
work your full attention. Do your 
best to provide what the people wanL 
Once you son it all out. die rest could 
be easy. 

If You're Having a Birthday 
This Week: You could go to school 
or work in a foreign country! 
Investigate the opportunities, train 
yourself, and get outta here! You can 
inspire others to achieve great things! 

O 1995, Tribune Media Savies 


• In its regular annual celebration. AT &T 
G.I.S. Jordan Branch held a grand reception 
at the Jordan InterContinental Hotel at the 
Crown Hall in the 8th Floor. The company’s 
clients auended this remarkable event. Mr. 
Azzam ShweihaL the General Manager, 
briefed the invitees on the companies 
achievements in the past and its plans for the 
incoming year through its the objectives in 
servicing the public the excellent way. Final¬ 
ly, he wished all of them a prosperous year 
ahead in the days to come. 




Unscramble these four words, one 
letter to each square, to form four 
ordmary words. 


TJBOR 



Words of 
Wisdom 


VERPO 


ONASAT 


GENNIE 


WHY HE I?lPN'T 
LIKE F06&. 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form ibe surprise answer, as 
suggested by the above cartoon. 


gHEHAPAnn rnmm 

NOISH3A V T3d V GVH 3H ““ &°P ■’W L WIP M l/A ^nsu\f 
3NIDN3 V1VNOS 3AOHJ USHO xowsuv 


s l aps t ix 


When in trouble. 


f, lW. Tnbum; Media Sen ue< 


! There is a great deal to be 
i learned from watching and 
listening. 

• • ■ 

Neglect is the primary rea¬ 
son why relationships die, not 
because of a single action, but 
many small indifferences. 

• • • 

If you shoulder your 
responsibility, there’s no 
room for a chip. 

• • ♦ 

Tolerance is the oil that 
keeps relationships running. 

m m m 

If you forget yourself, 
someone else will remind you 
of it later. 

• • * 

You can’t be bitter if you 
know you were right. 

• ■ • 

A friend is one who tells 
you what’s right about you 
and tries to keep quiet abour 
i what’s wrone. 



i n e m a 


"FIRST KNIGHT ” (GdurabiaT^ 

The legend of Camelot gets a retelling in director Jerry Zuck- 
er’s ("Ghost”) version, with Sean Connery as King Arthur 
and Richard Gere as Lancelot... still competing for the love 
of Guinevere (Julia Ormond, also in the new remake of 
“Sabrina”). The script by playwright William Nicholson 
(" Shade wlands”) puts some new twists in the familiar saga. 
** (PG-13: AS, P, V) 

"THE ENGLISHMAN WHO WENT UP A HILL BUT 
CAME DOWN A MOUNTAIN” (Miramax,)- In 

writer-director Christopher Monger’s gentle comedy. 
Hugh Grant stars as a cartographer who surveys a town's 
landmark, since the residents want it certified as a piece of 
history. However, the hill in question turns out to be too 
short to qualify ... so he tries to help the locals increase its 
height. Tara Fitzgerald, who appeared with Grant in 
"Sirens,” also stars. *** (PG: AS, P) 

HELD OVER: "FORGET PAWS” (Col umbia/TriS- 
tar,): The latest of Billy Crystal's multiple-role efforts 

—as producer, director, co-writer and star in this case—this 
romantic comedy features him as a basketball referee who 
finds unexpected love with an airline employee (Debra 
Winger). Their resulting marriage begins blissfully enough, 
but doesn't stay that way very long; Joe Mantegna and Cathy 
Mori arty co-star. *** (PG-13: AS, P) 

"FLUKE” (MGM/UA,) : A twist on the theme of 

reincarnation, director and co-writer Carlo Cartel’s fantasy 
casts Matthew Modine as a family man who dies, then comes 
back to life ... as a dog, which the fellow’s widow (Nancy 
Travis, of " Almost Perfect ") and son (Max Pomeranc) 
deride to keep around, since the pooch has an uncanny 
knowledge of their needs. Eric Stoltz also is featured. ** 
(PG: P, V) 

"BROKEN TRUST ” (Turner, ): Tom Selleck 

returned to television in this tine drama, made for cable's 
TNT and written for the home screen by the renowned team 
of Joan Didion and John Gregoiy Dunne. The actor plays a 
judge who becomes involved in a Justice Department 
“sting” operation to expose corruption among his peers; 
Elizabeth McGovern, William Atherton and Marsha Mason 
also star. *** (Not rated: AS, P, V) 

COMING SOON: "ANA WFULLY BIG ADVENTURE ’ ’ 
(New Line, Dec. 19): Hugh Grant has a now-uncharacteris¬ 
tic role in this comedy about a young woman's (Georgina 
Cates) entry into theater. (R) 

“ BELLE DE JOUR ” (Miramax, Dec. 19): Coming to 
video for the first time, director Luis Burtuel’s classic stars 
Catherine Deneuve as a housewife leading a double life. OR) 
"CLUELESS" (Paramount, Dec. 19): Alicia SUverstone 
stars in this comedy hit as a very “with-it" young lady who 
counsels her friends on how to be popular. (PG-13) 
FAMILY-VIEWING GUIDE KEY: AS, adult situa¬ 
tions; N, nudity; P. profanity; V, violence; GV. particularly 
graphic violence. 

O 1995. Intone Media Service! . 


Bridge 


Too Revealing 
By Tannah Hirscn 

East-West vulnerable. South deals. 
NORTH 
A J82 
<?K10 9 
O Q 8 

A K Q J4 3 


WEST 

*9 

<?Q J7642 
O J 10 9 7 6 2 
A Void 


EAST 
*65 
<?85 
O A 5 4 3 
*98652 


SOUTH 

*AKQ10743 

CA3 

OK 

A A10 7 


West 

North 

East 

2c? 

3* 

Pass 

Pass 

4<7 

Pass 

Pass 

5* 

Pass 

Pass 

Pass 

Pass 


The bidding; 
South I 

2* 5 

3* I 

4NT 1 

6 * 1 


Opening lead: Nine of 0 

Lead-directing doubles are a fact of life. Once in a 
while, though, they allow your opponents to wriggle out to 
a spot where they cannot be touched. This hand is from a 
match between the United States and Pakistan. 

The auction shown is from the room where Pakistan S3t 
North-South. North’s cue-bid of four hearts showed a con¬ 
trol in that suit and agreed spades as trumps, and North- 
South settled on the small slam when Blackwood revealed 
that an ace was missing. 

West elected to lead the nine of diamonds in an effort to 
convey a distinct lack of interest in that suit. East won the 
ace and had no trouble finding the dub shift. West’s ruff 
resulted in a one-trick set 

In the other room the United States, too, was in six 
spades for a brief momenr. Here, however, as a result of a 
special control-showing response to South’s two-club 
opening bid. North was to declare. As a result. West dou¬ 
bled for a dub lead. North-South had a gadget for just such 
a situation. South redoubled to show doubt about the con¬ 
tract, and North judged well to correct to six no trump. 

That became the final contract Declarer had an anxious 
momenr when East chose the ace of diamonds as the open¬ 
ing lead but when the king appeared in dummy, all was 
well. 

O 1995. Tribune Meta Services 


WORD WISE 


Q: Is it OK to use paren¬ 
theses in the middle of a sen¬ 
tence, or am I better off using 
another form of punctuation 
to set off an aside or phrase? 

A: Yes, it’s perfectly 
kosher to use parentheses 
inside a sentence (a) if it's an 


independent sentence with 
the fust word capitalized and 
a period inside the last paren¬ 
thesis; (b) if the first word is 
not in caps and there’s 
another form of punctuation 
such as quote marks inside 
the closing parenthesis. 
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• Avez-vous drja rifkchi d. I’endroit ou vous passerez U 
dernier rfveilion du mSlineure, le 31 decembre 1999? 
Non? Ce n’est pas le cas de tout le tnonde. Selon le 
quaddien franqms Liberation, ptusieurs restaurants 
Parisians sontd’ores et dijhplanspour ce qm sera 
Sgalement Iq denture nuit da s&ele autant que ceUe de 
I’annSe > ce qui est plus common. 

Certains des plus riches gourmets de la plan&te maxdeat 
mime reserve leur table & La Tour d’argent ou chez 
Maxim’s depots des anodes poor vivre les premSres 
minutes du troisUme mSUnare d. Paris (notre photo)! 
Mats tout les restaurants parisiens n’acceptentpas ce 
genre d’empressemenL Le Jutes Vemes, instaUi au cecur 
de la Tour Eiffel, ne veut pas entendre parierde 
reservations avant 1999. Vous Hes prdvenus. 

Si malgri ceta vous fates chau blame et n’obtenez pas de 
table chez I’un des mattres de la gastrononde parisienne, 
Lejourdam vous livre toutde menu le menu de 
Maxim’s: homard, caviar, traffes et foie gras... mats, 
consolez-vous, vous aurez economise 2 500francs, soil 
plus de 350 dinars... 



Le Jourdain 
presente a ses 
lecteurs ses 

meilleurs 
voeux de 
bonheur 

pour 

1996 


SELON 



3 Un Jordanian, 

par nature, n'a pas 
la patience dans le 
sang: il veui tout, et tout 
de suite, sans parfais pren¬ 
dre le temps d'analyser ce 
qui ne va pas. D'autre pan, 
il voit des probifemes par- 
tout mais ne se do tine pas 
la peine de proposer des 
solutions. 

II s'ajoute k cela que 
molgrE les tehees subis, 
nous continuous k ne pas 
retenir les erreurs du pas- 
sE, sans pour autant conce- 
voir un avenir acceptable. 
Nous ne progresserons ja¬ 
mais si 1'on n'essaie pas de 
comprendre les petits se¬ 
crets de la socito jorda- 
nienne. Notre sociEtE est 
artiflcielle. a la fois com¬ 
plete et fragile. Elle a EtE 
cotifue in vitro fe une 
Epoque oil la mEdecine a-' 
voit des lacunes. Nous 
sommes contraints de 
I'accepter avec toutes ses 
anomalies. 

Depuis la naissance de 
la Jordanie modeme, il y a 
moins de 25 ans. nous 
sommes gfires par des guE- 
risseurs qui ne voient pas 
plus loin que le bout de 
leur nez. Soucieux de mas¬ 
quer loirs insuffisances et 
3 de duper les gens simples 
•• ct nuifs. ils s'entourent de 
pseudo-intcllectueis au sa- 
voir affects. Nous sommes 
devenus roxico-depen- 
dants de leurs mensonges. 
Nous nc poiivons plus vi¬ 
vre sans lire, a nos frais, 
leurs victoircs imaginaires 
dons les joumaux. 

ProtEgEs par les ccillferes 
du peuple jordaruen. ils 
sont entourEs de flaneurs 
qui prient Dieu afln qu i I 
nous les prot&ge. 

VoiHi comment ie pays 
en est arrivE a ce stade de 
deliquescence: un Jordani- 
en sur quarre au chomage. 
un sur trois cn-dcssous du 
seuil dc pauvrete, 825r de 
la population gagne moins 
de cinq cents dinars par 
mois. 

La cassure sociale est 
dramatique ct porteuse dc 
dangers. Mais au lieu de 
demandcr canseil aux ex¬ 
perts, nous continuons b 
nous faire trailer par les 
mEmcs rcbouteux qui. 
aprfes avoir fragilisE les os, ■ 
sucent la moellc. 'Quand 
cent medccins et chirurgi- 
ens ahandonnent la facultd 
dc medecine cTAmman en 
dix ans, e'est qu'il y a un 
problfemc. Quand I'indisci- 
plinc rfegne et ('intolerance 
prime, quand la rigucur 
manque, quand la raison 
n'est pas maitresse de 
Taction, le pin; est b erairt- 
dre pour le pays. 

Certes. il nt possible dc 
comprendre le dEsarroi 
des Jordonicns qui rentrent 
au pays, se trouvent con¬ 
front^ b une douloureuse 
si-tuation sans la moindre 
recompense. 

Mais le temps n'est plus 
aux rancuncs. C'est de la 
patrie dont il s’agit. La Jor- 
danie derive aujourd'hui b 
cause dc I'incompdience 
de Tadmirtisinition. Faut-il 
attcndrc de elisscr dans la 
fosse commune que cer¬ 
tains m:mvais citoyens ont 
creusc au pays? 

La Jordanie est sous 
I'effet d'un venin adminis- 
trE depuis le lait mat erne I 
jusqu'aux gouttes anti- 
dipressives. Tous ceux qui 
aimettt ce pays do wen l 
conjuguer leurs efforts et 
mener la dialyse Sociale 
qui le dEbarrasscra de tous 
les toxiques qui empoison- 
nent les ciloyens sincfercs. 

Ms doivent demasquer I'in- 
competeirce dc ceux qui 
agissent par interet person¬ 
nel el qui rEpctent sans 
honlc: si «not re Jordanie* 
ne vous plait pas. vous 
n‘:nez qu'b la quitter...■ 

Soubail Alswdss 


Liban 

Reveil au son des canons 

Si la guerre civile libanaise est terminee, le sud du pays est 
toujours sous occupation israelienne. Malgre une guerre qui n’en 
finit plus, la population survit. Plus ou moins. Reportage. 

Hassan, 13 ans, croit que 
son pays s'Etend de Yarout b 
Kafir Yamoun. II croit aussi que 
les chars et les pifeces d'aitillerie 
font partie de sa vie de tous les 
jours. Il conn alt son pays par la 
lecture, il voit la carte et ie dra- 
peau Iibanais k 1‘Ecran d'une te¬ 
levision libanaise dont remis¬ 
sion est incertaine, sauf lorsque 
Ie temps est clair. fl voit tout 
cela et se lamente. Hassan vit 
au Sud-Liban occupO. 

Son pfere affirme que son fils 
a Ie droit de •respirer Pair pur 
de (leur] propre pays *. n a- 
joute. concemant les enfants 
qui souffrent de la situation: 

«Nous ne savons pas trap que 
faire pour leur rendre un peu 
de leur enfanceperdue.» 

Tout ngeemment, Ie gou- 
ventement libanais, en coopera¬ 
tion avec i'llmcef, I'organisa- 
tion des Nations unies pour 
I'enfance, a organise des 
*camps d’Edu cation pour la 
paix* pour filles et garyons. 

Mais ces camps, qui avaient 
fourni aux enfants un «espace 
libre», ont EtE interrompus et 
les enfants soot de nouveau 11- 
vrEs k I'oisivete. 

Comme 1’explique 1'Unicef, 
ces camps devaient toe oc¬ 
casion pour ces en fants de vi¬ 
vre et de panager experiences 
et activitis dans un esprit posi- 
tff. L'environnement y elait pro- 
pice a I'eveil des talents. En ou¬ 
tre, on leur accordait les moy - 



lerjanvier 

Bonne annee!... Mais laquelle? 

Souhaiter une bonne annee a ses proches est 
une habitude; un rituel bien defini. Fiter Van qui 
s'ach&ve et prendre de bonnes resolutions pour celui 
qui s'annonce aussi. Leprobleme reste de savoir 
de quelle annee on parle ... 

Chaque nouvelle ann6e 
c£I£bre un gvgoemenr cosmique 
clairement dtablh une nouvelle 


La guerre, comme toujours, frappe d’abord les populations civiles. Mahons detndtes, fa¬ 
milies dispersees ou amputees sont leur lot quotidien. 


Un chef religieux qui pr£fere 
garder l'anonymat constate le 
«timx elev£ des Hives de la 
«zone de securite • au Sud- 
Liban qui ont diserte Vicolc.» 
«Les parents . ajoute-t-il, ne 
peuvent plus scolariser leurs 
enfants du fait des difficuhes 
icononuques qui s'ajoutenl a 
un environnement de violence. 
La communauti souffre du taux 
d'analphabetisme le plus elevi 
depuis40 ou 50 ans. • 

Hassan. dont le village s'b- 
ens de connaissance cfm tfu'ils* rend au fond d'une val!£e, subit 
puissent partial per d la recons- cette agonie tous les jours. 
traction du Liban.• Ces camps •Une faction en guerre contre 


devaient combattre la violence, 
Hiostilite ethnique. la peur et la 
frustration, impos&s par 16 an- 
ndes de guerres civiles. 

AujounThui la guerre s'esi ar- 
ret£e, la sou ffranee des enfants 
Ubanais s'est apaisOe part out au 
Liban, k J'exception des zones 
du sud toujours occupies par 
IsraSl et qui subissent encore le 
feu des tins. *Les enfants ont 
£te prives de leur droit dejeu et 
de recreation, tel que le garan- 
tit Particle 31 de la convention 
des Nations unies sur les droits 
dc I'enfant, explique Ali Bizzi, 
membre du Comiti du service 
social de la region Bint Jbeil. 
Quand on prive de jeu un en¬ 
fant, toute son enfance lui est 
volde. Le jeu est plus qu’une 
ricriation. Il reflate le systeme 
de vaieurs de toute une sociite 
et les rransmet aux generations 
a venir.e 


I'autre est en position au som- 
met de cette colline, I'autre est 
perchee sur ceUe d'en face . ex- 
plique-t-il en pointant du doigt 
les fortifications des milices 
soutenues par les Isra£liens et 
celles de la resistance libanaise. 
Au milieu, nous ptongeons sous 
le tir des missiles, des balles et 
des obus .» 

Et ce n'est pas tout pour Has¬ 
san. II y a aussi les mines. 
"Parfois, elks sont dans votre 
propre champ ou le long de la 
route*, raconte-t-iL La voiture 
de son voisin, il y a queiques 
jours a peine, a sauti sur Tune 
de ces mines, "il a £te m£ sur 
le coup.* 

Pbur sceur Tirdsa. une rdi- 
gieuse catholique de Tyr venue 
aider les habitants de Bint Jbeil, 
le probl&me n'est pas tant le 
manque de medicaments ou de 
materiel medical dans son dis- 


pensaire qui sen les dix villa¬ 
ges environnams que celui des 
•victunes des bombardemems 
et des mines qui [lui] causent le 
plus de soujfrances.* "Je ne 
sais plus ou les envoyer. as- 
sure-t-elle. Les routes sont dan- 
gereuses et les mines ne font 
pas la difference entre bergers. 
paysans oh *nfants.» 

' Pile de ctebris 

"La zone de securite, assure 
un autre chef religieux. Cheikh 
. Haidar/' vit dans un £rat de 
guerre resultant d'une occupa¬ 
tion totale. Nous souffrons les 
effets icononuques de toute 
terre occupie. Parfois, ce sont 
les prix qui moment en fliche 
ou le manque de produits ali¬ 
ment cures.* *Beau coup de fa¬ 
milies pauvres, ajoute le p£re 
chidden Hanna, frappent it no¬ 
tre pone parce que nous som¬ 
mes des hommes de religion. 
Mais la situation courante rend 
difficile Vasistance a chacun. 
Nous n'avons pos les moyens 
de vaincre la vraie pauvrete. • 

Oum Haidar refuse d'aban- 
donner sa maison transforms 
en une pile de ddbris par un 
raid isradlien. Elle regarde les 
photos de ses trois fils tu£s lors 
de Tattaque et pleure. Selon sa 
voisine, son plus jeune fits au¬ 
dit pu toe sauvd mais *il n'v . 
avail pas d'ambulance dans la 
zone et nous avons iti obligis 
de le transporter dans un bus 
d’ecole qui derail s'arriter a 


chaque contrdle. Lorsque-nous 
sommes arrivis a Vhdpital, 
c'itaii trop lord.* 

Cheikh Haidar se plaint que 
la region ne dispose pas 
d 1 * hopitaux suffisamment iqui- 
pis, ce qui oblige les gens a al¬ 
ter se soigner aiUeurs et en¬ 
frame beaucoup de souffrance 
physique et morale. C'est la 
fame des frontieres et des bar¬ 
rages 
par 

ajoute-t-ii. est la settle organi 
sation qui agit jusque dans fc&JKT'iJftifiA 


revolution accomphe autour du 
Soleil par la Terre. C'est la 
thtorie. La pratique, elle, est 
plus complete. Nous ne som¬ 
mes pas sur un stade oO les ii- 
gnes de depart et d’amvde sont 
matdrialisees et, probl&mes de 
repbres obligent, personae n'a 
vraiment le meme calendrier! 

■ Soyons 'd'aboref astronomes 
et observons ie temps (fun tour 
de Soleil par la j Terre. Nous 
parlerons d'annfc side rale, qui 
«vaut» 365 jours, 6 heures. 9 
minutes et 10 secondes. Cela 
serait parfait si l’orbite terms ere 
6tait un cercle. ce qui. bien £vi- 
demment, n'est pas Ie cas! 

Devenons matb£raatidens: la 
distance s^jarant la Terre du 
Soleil est d'environ 147 mil¬ 
lions de km en janvier et 152 en 
juillet L'anbto anonutlistique, 
qui calcule le temps sbparam 
deux retouis de la Terre au plus 
pres du Soleil, est alors de 365 
jours, 6 heures, 13 minutes et 
53 secondes. 

Enfiloos mamtenaru 1'habit 
du gtograpbe. observons, in- 
flueneb par le cycle des saisons, 
le retour de Phtous au m£me 
endroit, du point de vuc zodia¬ 
cal: ]'ann6e tropique s’£tablit a- 


r imposes sur les route,-, lors^ 365 jours, 5 heures 28 
Voccupation. • "L'UnicejC minutes et 46 secondes. 

.Trois bases de caicul. trois 
diffdrents... -et tout 


villages. Chaque village est 
couvert, un dispensaire a €t£ 
instalM et des medicaments de 
base apportes. Mais le pro¬ 
bleme est que cette aide ne con- 
ceme que les vaccins. du sdrum 
et autres traitements primaires. 
Nous avons toujours besom de 
plus de medicaments, en parti- 
culier pour les m al adie s chro- 
niques et la chirurgie.* 

Ali vient de rentier au village 
apits un long exil impost. 
Avant ('occupation isratoeone, 
il toil apicuiteur. Sa maison a 
saurf et ses cent ruches ont to 
detruites. «EUes valaient pour 
moi plus que tom au monde.* 
Forc£ de quitter son habitation, 
il ne pouvait plus vivre loin de 
chez lui et espfere ne phis eire 
oblige de partir et cfaban- 
donner. 5 nouveau, ses abeilles. 
Une espbrance qui le hante k 
chaque lever et coucher de so- 
leiLB 

LimaNabti 


aussi valables. lut&essant, mais 
un par gtoant quand il s'agit de 
choisir! 

LTaSsitation marque d'afl- 


leurs lbistoire des calendriers. 
Les Remains faisaient dtouter 
le leur au ler mars; les peuples 
Chretiens cboisirent le 25 df- 
cembre (dare toblie en 337 par 
le pape Jules ler comme jour de 
la naissance du Christ)... ou le 
25 mars, jour de l'Annondation 
k Marie. Les rausulmans pr£- 
lbrent partir du jour oO Ma¬ 
homet quitta La Mecque pour 
Mtoine. En 1564, le roi de 
France Charles IX fixe le d£but 
de I'annfe 16gale au lerjanvier. 
Les rfvolutionnaires franyais, 
promoteurs en 1792 du calen¬ 
drier re pub li coin choisirent, 
eux. Fbquinoxe d’auiomne. 

Rotation et revolution 

Un second dilemme afifecte 
les - nombreux - toateurs de 
calendriers: I'annbe sdentifique 
- quelle qu'elle soil - ne compre 
pas un nombre entier de jours. 
La rotation de la Terre (son 
mouvement sur elle-meme) est 
en effet ind£pendanre de sa 
revolution (son mouvement au¬ 
tour du Soleil). D'oik I'itnpos- * 
sibilite cTimaginer une succes¬ 
sion immuable d'ann&s com¬ 
poses du m&me nombre de 
jours. Meme prpblbme pour 
ceux qui ont voulu fonder leurs 
caiculs sur les phases de la 
Lurie. Que faire alors? 

Le calendrier Israelite est 
«soli-hmaire». combinant les 
deux rtorences: il fait alterner 
des annfes pouvant compter 
douze ou treize mois, soit 353 
k 385 jours, ceci pour cr€er un 
mois «mpyen» Equivalent k 
une • lunaison et une annde 


Souhaiter une bonne annee est le rituel de janvier. 



«moyenne» voisine de 1'annde 
tropique. 

Fondamtaualement Umaire 
en revanche est le calendrier 
musulman. Son «nnA» moyenne 
est de 35437 jours. Un cycle 
de trente ans conqjorte done 19 
ann£es de 354 jours et 11 de 
355. 

Le calendrier gregorien, en 
vigueur dans la majeure partie 
des pays occidentaux, est quant 
h lui strictement solaire et 
conyu pour assurer la plus 
stride concordance, sur une 
longue durfe. entre annEes 16- 
gales et ann£es tropiques. Cest 
pour cela qu'en 1582 Ie pape 
Gregoire XIII rdforma le regi¬ 
me des ann6es bissextiles et 
qu'apparut le dtoalage (aujour- 
cfhui de treize jours) entre ce 
nouveau calendrier et le systfe- 
me Jalien en vigueur dans les 
pays orthodoxes. 

Dans le d£compte des an- 
n&s, le calendrier I£gal le phis 
repandu fait partir l'an 1 au ler 
janvier qui aurait suivi la nais¬ 
sance du Christ Meme si I'on 
ne sait pas exactement lors- 
qu'eut lieu cette naissance. J6- 
sus pern, en rEalitE, toe n& turns 
ou quatre ans avant ou aprbs 
l'annEe 0. L'anoto precedence 
est considtoe comme «l'an 1 
avant J-C». Si cette proposition 
satisfait l'esprit oommun. elle 
ne convient pas aux scienti- 
fiques qui ne ssuraient passer 
. de -I k 1! D6J2U en 1770, le sa¬ 
vant Cassini prEconisait que 
«(-l» devienne «0», «-2* deve- 
nant defait «-I». 

Comme le precise un jounoar 
tiste sdentifique, "les normali- 
saieurs sont enfin venus dire 
leur mot L 'organisation Inter¬ 
nationale de standardisation a 
propose un calendrier stan¬ 
dard, dit ISO, pour designer 
jours, semaines et annies.* La 
premiere semaine de l'ann6e 
6tant celle oil se frouve le pre¬ 
mier jeudi de janvier, pour 
I ISO il y a eu 52 semaines en 
. 1994 et autant en 1995... Il y 
■ en a, en revanche, 53 par an si 
I'annEe dEbute un jeudi, voire 
un mercredi lorsqu'elle est bis¬ 
sextile. 

• Bien complexe, direz-vous? 
Certes, mais la sdence ne sau- 4 
rait se saiisfaire de certitudes 
qui nous paraisseot pourtam 
bien Etablies...! 
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Tribune iconomique 


Lettre 


Qu’est-ce que Phumanitaire? 

Medias et aide humanitaire. Le manage peut etre explosif. Yves Giovaruioni, 
chef de la delegation de la Croix rouge d. Amman, donne son opinion. 


Des illusions de la paix 
a une paix illusoire 

Tous les Jordaniens ne profitent pas de la croissance. 
Un objectifde taille pour Varrnie qui commence . 


On ne saurait aujourd'hui 

ndgliger ['importance qu'a pris 
1'humanicaire dans la plupart 
des medias nationaux et inter- 
nationaux qui l'bnt - peut-toe 
trop souvent - prfeecue comme 
vaieur-phare d'un meilietir or- 
dre mondial encore en devenir. 
Certes. alors qu'en ex-Yougos- 
lavie les ex-Casques bleus ont 
troque leurs insignes de I'Onu 
pour ceux de I'Otaru fengoue- 
ment general pour rhumaaitaire 
mediatise pourrait bien retom- 
ber progress ivement au corns 
de 1996. Restera alors vraisem- 
blablement un certain dEsarroi. 
voire dEsenchantement, quant 
aux vertus qu'on avail attri- 
buEes a Taction humanitaire. 

Mais qu'est-ce que rhumani- 
taire? Comme cela est apparu 
au cours du seminaire organisE 
h la mi-ddeembre h Amman par 
le ComitE intemaiional de la 
Croix rouge [CICR) et I'Asso- 
ciation de presse jordanienne. 
peu de gens rEalisent que der- 
riere ce terme souvent galvaudE 
se cachent non seuiement des 
idEes Teyues. mais aussi des 
concepts et des approches par¬ 
fois tr&s diffErentes - dont cer- 
taines ne sont pas dEnuEes d’ar- 
riEres-pensees politiques. De 
fait, depuis la premiere opera¬ 
tion d'«ingerence humanitaire** 
au Nord-Irak en 1991. il rSgne 
une certaine confusion quant 
aux mandats des difl&rcni* or- 
ganismes specialises que Ton 
rctrouve dans les zones conflic- 

tuelles les plus mEdiatisEes. Cel 

Etm de chases ne tnuisparafl 
que rarement dans les reporta¬ 
ges qui nous parvicnncnL es- 



L’essence de Taction humanitaire est le refus de choisir 
entre les detresses. 


sentiellement parce que les 
techniques joumalistiques em¬ 
ployees suivent. malheureuse- 
menu de plus en plus souvent 
une pure logique d'Emot/on. qui 
sScctionne les victimes et s'ef- 
force d’attribuer un camp h la 
dEtresse humaine- 

Au manicfaEisme des mEdias. 
avant tout tElEvisuels. corres¬ 
pond Ie discours de b cause 
juste, propre au domaine du 
politique. Cest ainsi qu'au 
cours de ces demiErcs annEcs. 
TEnoncE politique a subrepticc- 
mem fini par ce confondre avec 
TEnoncE humanitaire et que. du 
droit k 1'assistance en passant 
par le droit d'ingErence. on en 
est arrive aux interventions hu- 
maniiaires avec couverturc mi- 
Htaire, Quant h la justice, il est 
Evident qu'en cas de conflit elle 
nc peut s'exeroer que par identi¬ 
fication consensuclle de coupa- 
bles et (finncceats. Person ne ne 
meura bien sflr en dome le fait 
que les criminels de guerre doi¬ 


vent etre poursuivis oD qu'ils se 
trouvent. Par contre, le fail que' 
des populations enti&res puis¬ 
sent aujourd'hui toe punies 
pour les excEs commis ou or- 
donnes par leurs dirigeams 
n'est pas nEcessairement res- 
senti comme outrancier - selon 
de qui Ton parte. 

L’esscnce de Taction huma¬ 
nitaire est le refus de choisir 
entre les dEtresses. Son impar- 
tialitE devrait etre le principe 
mEme de sa lEgitimitE. Or il e- 
xiste depuis queiques annEes 
une dErive qui se caraciErise 
par un sErieux risque de politi- 
sation de Taction humanitaire 
et menace d'Ebranler sErieusc- 
mem le fondemeot des droits 
des victimes de conflics armEs. 
Ces droits constamment amE- 
liorEs depuis plus d'un siEcle. 
ont Etc rassemblEs dans cc 
qu'on uppelle le droit interna¬ 
tional humanitaire l conven¬ 
tions de Geneve et leurs proto- 
coles additionnelsl. REaiisie. 


tout en res pec tarn la souverai- 
nete de chaque Etar, ce droit a 
consacrE de nombreuses limita¬ 
tions k T usage de la force, le 
traitement des prisonniers ou (e 
sort des populations civiles. Ce 
droit a EtE signE par tous les 
Etats et non produit au gre des 
majoritEs ephEmEres par une in¬ 
stitution intemationale. II a in- 
tEgre les contingences politi- 
ques et militaires, enumEre les 
obligations des Etats signatures. 
dans la conduite des bostilites 
et envers les victimes et dressE 
la longue liste des souffiances 
pouvant rEsulter de con flits ar- 
mes dont la plupart sont gEnE- 
ralemenr igndrEs par les inEdias 
qui nous prEsentent I'humani- 
taire essentiellenient en lermes 
d’assistance maiErieUe. 

Plus que jamais, il est au- 
jounfhui urgent de faire con- 
naltre Tobligation des Etats de 
respecter, mais Egalement de 
faire respecter Ie droit interna¬ 
tional humanitaire. En meme 
temps, il est urgent de rappeler 
que si Taction humanitaire doit 
etre tnise en oeuvre parallEle- 
mem a Taction politique et di¬ 
plomatique. en aucun cas celle- 
la saurait-elle se substituer k 
cclle-ci. Car Taction humani- 
taire ne saurait distinguer une 
«bonne» d’une «mauvaise» vic- 
time; elle se veut neutre afin de 
prendre en cons idEration les 
droits de toutes les victimes. 
Tel Emit le message du sEmi- 
naire qui s’est tenu k Amman k 
la mi-dEcembre avec la partici¬ 
pation de journalistes jordani- 
ensJi 

Yves Giovannoni 


Comme dHabitude. Ie dE- 
but de I’annEe est autant une 
occasion de jecer un ceil sur 
i'armfie EcoulEe que d'essayer 
de presenter queiques prEvi¬ 
sions pour les douze mois qui 
s'aruioncenL 

Les tendances Economiques 
gEnErales de la. Jordanie Etaient 
relative men t satiafaisantes en 
1995: croissance du produit na¬ 
tional brut (PNB). stabilitE ou 
diminution des importations, 
augmentation des exportations 
et taux cTinflation modeste. 

Examiner ces chi fires, et 
<y autres indicareurs macro-Eco- 
nomiques, pourrait nous ante- 
ner a periser que tout va pour Ie 
mieux dans Ie royaume. D'une 
certaine fagon, c'est pourtam 
vrai. La situation prEsente est 
plus conforlable et encoura- 
geante que celle des annEes 
passEes. Mais il faut se raEfier 
d’un excEs d'optimisme. 1995 
Etaic I'annEe des illusions de la 
paix. Sur ce dernier point, 1996 
pourrait bien toe pire encore. 

MalgrE des donnEes Econo¬ 
miques- reiativrmerit sausfai- 
santes, I'annEe derniEne Etait ca¬ 
rnet ErisEe, pour beaucoup de 
Jordanxens.de la.tub, par une 
difficulte de vie quotidienne. 
Comment rEconcrtier les ex¬ 
tremes? 

L'EvEnement clef de l'Econo- 
mie jordanienne en 1995 est Ie 
fameux Sommet Econo mique 
d'Amman, des 29r31 octobre. 
Une opinion as$ez rEpandue 
veut que la conference air EtE 
un succEs du point de vuc des 
relations pubhques. Mais ‘ le 
pays a besom de beaucoup plus 


que cela pour attirer les inves- 
tisseurs Etrangers et amEtiorer 
encore Tecooomie nfltionale. 
En tout cas, les orages poli- 
tiques de la rEgion et la situa¬ 
tion intErieure crispEe des pays 
limitropbes (Syrie, Irak, Arabie 
Saoudite. Israfil/PaJestine) ga- 
rantisseru presque qu'un succes 
comme le Sommet sera suivi 
d'un Echec sur un autre plan. 

Dans une telle situation 
dlnstabilitE, ie gouvememect 
consotide sa position Economi- 
que, les grandes sociEtEs aussi. 
Mais la base, ne suit pas. Les 
mi cro-emrep rises, les ch6- 
meurs et les jeunes dipldmEs k 
la recherche d’un eraploi parent 
les frais d’une Economic pas' 
suffisamn^snt soucieuse de la 
prospEritE de tous. Le PNB 
augmeme, mais au profit d’une 
minoritE. La politique du goo-' 
vemement. notammrat fi scale, 
ne fait rien pour 1 utter contre 
ces iaEgalitfis qui grandissentet 
plombent une croissance saine 
de TEconomie jordanienne. 

Deux conditions 

Les problEmes de TEconomie 
du royaume ne -sont pas tant 
cenx des grands indjeatems 
que ceux liEs k ces questions: 
A qui profile'la croissance et 
comment partage-t-on les ri- 
cbesses oationales? 

Quoi qu’il en soit, un essor 
justement panagE entre les dif- 
fEremes couches sod ales de la 
peculation nc serait pas. en soi, 
une |arantie' suffistote pour- 
Tavenir. La Jordanie ne peut 
tirez-un trait- sur Vinstabilitfi rE- 
gionate - qui menace toujours 


Econo- 


tout dEveloppement 
mi que. 

Pour 1996, le couplet ne 
change pas: pas de decoliage 
jordanien sans stabilitE rEgio- 
nale. Le pays ne saurait fitre un 
Hot de paix dans une tempEte 
de guerre, de crise politique ou 
sociale. Pourtam, la paix n£- 
gionale reste plus un objectif 
qu’une rfialitE. 11 est - malbeu- J 
reusement - aisE (fimagiiier un 
avenir de troubles et de pro- 
blfemes Economiques pour les 
voisins de la Jordanie, voire 
penrr Ie pays lui-m&ne. Ii faut 
Evidemment espErer le con- 
traire mais le pas&d Econo mi que 
a montrE que les prEvisions les 
meilleures Etaient souvrat cd- 
les fondEes sur le pessitrasme. 

11 y a deux conditions nEces- 
saires mais pas sufEsantes pour 
une annEe 1996 Econonuque- 
ment satis faisante: restruettzra- 
tion interne et paix rEgionale. 

Une restructuration ne passers 
pas, selon ['opinion d’une vaste 
majoritE cf experts, dont ceux de 
la Banque mondiak. sans une 
redEfinition ‘ du rapport entre 
TEtat et le seCteur privE. 

La paix est fnEvitablement 
fa'Ee k TErabtissemenZ de rela¬ 
tions normales entre tous les 
pays de la n^on. Entre la Syrie 
et Israel en premier lieu, puis- .jf, 
qu'il s'agit du premier champ 
JespE ran ce s. Mais aussi entre 

les «cfrEresarabes». 

Er ce ne sera peut-toe pas le 
phis simpfeJI 

* Had'd Kbourl 

Eco n op astget responsablc de 

la tevue Economic perspectives 
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THE ST'.R 9 


Activities 


Royal Cultural Centre .. 661026/7 

American Centre library ...._.820101 

British Council —.-.636147/8 

Raich Cultural Centre.637009 

Goethe Institute ...641993 

Cervantes Institute (Spanish).610858 

Turkish Cultural Centre--639777 

Haya Arts Centre--665195 

Y.W.OA..-...641793 

Y.W.M.A -—. 664251 

Daratal fiimun...643252 

Alia Art Gallery .—.639303 

Baladna An Gallery..657132 

Nabil A1 Mashini Thenle.675571 

L Nabil & Hisham's Theatre.625155 


Concord Cinema.. 677420 

Plaza Cinema.W9238 

Philadelphia Cinema ..634144 

SporlsClobs 

A! Hussein Sports City___667181/5 

Orthodox Club.. 810491 

Royal Automobile Club..815410 

Royal Shooting Club.736572 

Royal Chess Club. 673713 

Royal Racing Club.09-801233 

Jordan Bridge CJub.676990 

Amman Mun. Library.636111 

Univ. of Jordan Library.843555 

R.S.C.N...837931/837937 


+ Y. ~k. 


Government Depts. 
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Dipiomatic Corps 


Algerian.641271/2 

Australian. 673246/7 

Austrian ....-:.644635 

Bahraini...664148/9 

Belgian .—.675683 

Bulgarian .. 818151 

Canadian. 666124 

Chilean —. 823360 

Cyprus Honorary Cons .... 677559 

Czech .671813/666135 

Danish Consulate Gen.603703 

Finnish Consulate 824654/824676 

French 641273/4 

German . 68935 J 

Greek........ 671331/2 

Hungarian.815614 

Icelandic Consulate.698851 

Indian.......... 637262 

Indonesian... £28911 

Iraqi.639331 1 

Italian...—.638185 

Japanese,..—:. 672486/7 

Kuwaiti-... 675135/8 

Libyan... 693101/3 

Lebanese. 641381 

Moroccan. 641451 

Netherlands 637967/625165 1 

New Zealand Consulate.636720 

i^orth Korean. .-.666349 

Norwegian Embassy. 644932/4 

Omani.686155 i 

Pakistani.;.6227S7 \ 

Palestine.....:..::.. 677517 

People's Rep. of China. 666139 

Pbffliptnes. 645161 

PbGsh. 637153 

Qatari.^...:.682666 

Romanian...667738 

Russian..641158 

Saudi Arabian.814154/6 

Slovenia H onorary Cons..861542 

Sri. Lanki, Consulate.645312 

South Korean... 660745/6 

South Africa..:.81 i 194 

Spanish.. 614166/9 

Sudanese.644251/2 

Swedish. 669177/9 

Swiss..,.686416/7 

Syrian --—.. 641076 

Taiwan........— :.....671530 

Tunisian .-674307/& 

Turkish ' . 641251 

U.AlE-..... 643347/643341 

United Kingdom....,,..™.823100 

United States.-.820101 

Yemen. 64238J 

EEC? Delegation.:. 668191 

ESCWA.694351/8 

1CRC..688645 

UNDP/WFP •'. 668171/7 

UNRWA.:. 607398 

UNICEF.,.:.629571 

UNESCO.. 606559 


Airlines 



. 667029 

Aeroflot ....".. 

. 641510 

Air Canada__ 

fiinS7Q 

1 Air France.666055/667821 

Air India . 

.... 6S8301/2 

Air Lanka . 

.j682140 

Alitalia. 


Alyemda (Air yemen) 

. 653691 

American Airlines. 

.669068 

Arab Wings. 

. S94484 

Austrian Airlines.. 637380/667028 

Balkan Airlines. 

. 665909 

British Midland. 

. 69480° 

Brirish Airways . 

.641430 


628596 


. 6°6232 

Cyprus Airways. 

. 667028 

Delta Air Lines. 

.643661 


.630011 

Emirates Airlines. 

. 643341 

Gulf Air. 

. 653613 

Hungarian Airlines ... 

. 622275 

Iberia...637827/644036 i 

Iran Air-...-..i. 

677876 

Japan Air Lines . 

. 630879 

KLM. 

. 622175 

Korean Airlines ... 676624/662236 

Libyan Arab Airlines. 

.... 643831/2 

Lufthansa. 

.. ..601744 

Malaysian Airline 639575/653446 i 

MEA 

6^6104 i 

Olympic .. 630125/6384331 

Phillip pine Airlines.... 

. 640200 

PIA ....;.. .. 

. 62598J 

Polish Airlines . 

. 625981 

Qantas . 641430/65544? 

Roval Jordanian_ 

. 678321 


.... 639333 

Scandinavian Airlines 

.604499 

Singapore Airlines. 

. 676177 

Sudan Airlines. 

. 694501 

Swiss AirlG-S-A-l 659791/641906 

Svrian Air..-. 

. 622147 

641060 

USAir. 

... 694801/2 

TAROM- Romanian... 

. 637380 

Thai Airways. 

. 637195 

Trans World Airline.... 

. 6°?430 

Turkish Airlines . 

.659102 

Yemenia Airways 

.628175 

Queen Alia AirporL.... 

108) 53200 

RJ Flight Info......- 

.(08) 53200 



Important Numbers 


Emergencies 

Police.192/621111 

Civil Defence H.Q. 193/198/199 

Fire Brigade.622090/93 

Ambulance.1 99 

Blood Bank. 77512J 

Traffic Police.625943/639703 

Traffic Accidents.897467/8 

Highway Police.787111 

Hospitals 

Akleh Matcmitv.642441/2 

Al-Ahli. Abdali.664164/6 

Al-Bashir. Ashrafieh....775111/26 

Al-Muasher Hospital. 667227/9 

Amal Hospital.674155 

Army, Marka.891611/15 

Hussein Medical Centre... 813813 

Italian-Al-Muhajreen.777 i C! /3 

Jabal Amman Maternity... 642362 

Khaledi Maternity.644281/6 

Malhas, J. Amman.636141 

Palestine. Shmeisani.664171/4 

Queen Alia Hospital.... 602240/50 

Shmeisani Hospital.607431 

The Islamic. Abdali.... 666127/37 
University Hospital. 845845 

General 

Amman Municipality.S43402 

Electricity Complaints.. 121 

Prices complaints.666181 

Hotel complaints. 08/53200 

Sewerage Complaints.896390 

Water Complaints.656390/91 

Jordan Television.773111/19 

Radio Jordan.774111/19 

Post Office Info.750981/2/3 

Telephone Information.121 
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Hotel Suites 
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ADAM 



Cafe Restaurant 


NOW OPEN FOR 
LUNCH & DINNER 


Different 









HOSPITALITY 

h 




iahei Amman Tel: 645229 


The Best PIZZA 
in Jordan 

l DINE- IN, TAKEAWAY & DELIVERY) 
Mecca St- Jab'r Trade Center 




True Vacations come to 
live in our 
Uniquely Moorish 
Style Hotel 

our sea star diving center 
will unravel the secrets of the 
Red Sea to your wildest 
imagination 

Tel:314131/2. 


TO GET BETTER 

FURNITURE . 

FOR YOUR OFFICE 
OR HOUSE.... 


i 


JUST VISIT 


BBS 


T e 1 : 6 6 6 7 0 5 





Aqaba Hotels 


Al-Cazar . 

... 314131 

Aqaba. 

,...314091 

Aqaba Gulf Hotel. 

,...316636 

Aquamarina 1. 

.... 316250 


....313521 

Holiday Int i.-. 

....312426 

Miramar. 

....314340 


f ~ There are certainly so -v 
, many ways to enjoy the 
‘ ISTTSJB ■ CAIE 2 AJR - s « 
hum!!! . 

Most welcome to phone 
Most welcome to come • 



The First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room..! 


iiarotel 

iU3«|!|lat 


Amman Tel: 607193 
P.O.BOX 9403 Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 Darotl Jo 
Idea! Residence for 
Expatriates and Businessmen 


■ ■■ 
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Beautv Institute 

V 

O Facials 

O I>ad\ '.kin vcatwint 
0 Make-up 

o European tr/airicures JL 
pcdicuec\ ■ 

vtdeivTwd iog* t st 
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Make Car 
Rental Simple 

Shmeisani 

Tel: 693399 


i " ■: gm. J 




Philadelphia Book Gallery 

Back in stock 

Celestine Prophecy 
Memories, Dreams, Reflections 
Men are from Mars, Women from Venus 
1913a Century Lithographs by David Roberts and Bartlett 
7 - 7 . : Also 19th century Lithographs 

‘ By Dcmd Roberts + Bartlett 


adelphia Book Shop (Gardehs) facing the Mosque. Tel 605861, 


To Advertise in 
Ms space , call 
us at 




Hour Servic 


Develop your colour film at our 
shop and get: 

JUMBO photo size 
30% larger 
free enlargement 
20 X 30 cm 

ShiBsisani- Opp. Grind- 
lays Bs.uk. 

Vhonst: 694042 
Swefieh. Phone S23893 



The first & best 
Chinese Resturant 
In Jordan 

1st Circle, Jabal Amman, 
near Ahliyyah Girls School 

Take away is available 

Open daily 12:00-3:30p.m 
7:00- Midnight 

: Tel 638968 



s ne 


0 C 
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Economic Perspectives 

Jordan’s authoritative economic 
- newsletter Published every two weeks. 
C? Available by subscription only. 

* \k~ is 7 Td*T For a free copy call Raed at 652-380 


To Advertise in 
this space, call 
us at 

652-380 





7th dxcle. TeL 820099 
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^Professional Drycleaning 
*Shoes Repair 
*Daming 
*Engraving 

* Upholstery & Carpet Cleaning 
Al - Jaber & Housing Bank Shopping Centers 
Tel: 679947 



THE TOP THREE HIGH CLASS FASHION HOUSES IN GERMANY 

Available at: n r n in 

KAREMAN JANARD Boutique pJJjH 


EPbJA! 


u > 




Al - Jaber Shopping Center, Mecca SL Phone: 821656 & 814714 


CARRIAGE CARRIAGE 



w DnnI n pQf 


CARRIAGE CARRIAGE 


Wasfi Al- Tal St 

Pg. Tel: 695180 
Fax: 682525 



CARRIAGE CARRIAGE 


Renta Car carriage carriage 


Not all “ cafe’s “ are 
created equal 
A Touch Of Class In 
True Arabian Style 



we offer:- ^ 

❖ Computerized Engine Check * Electro Mechanical car check ^ 
❖ Automatic & Manual car wash services * wheel balance maintanancei^ 

❖ Oil Change 

Wasfi Al-Tal SL Tel: 685454 Fax: 682525 




.uiilir 


The Place For Finest 
Arabic Setting 
Close Enough To Get 
Away From It All 


AU Shmeisani, Near Ata Ali, Middle East Bank Bldg. Tel698005 






























































































































































































































































10 THE STAR 


•raE^T^R^^ /^ > ^ W 

COMPUTf NG & MIGH'TECH ^ 

M O 


Edited by Zeid Nasser 


i^iCtomputer 
€onfpanies: 




,^Vou areinvited 
wshare your 
i news and views 
with our readers. 
'Cjall £f us,at 652380 
;• or fax.us your 
news at 648298. 


Acer Aspire among the first models to pave the 
way for the ‘chic 9 home PC: 

Aspiring for style 


AMC’s pioneering on-line service provides the digital 
gateway to Arab business , culture and art: 

e-Arabia, a magnificent 
city in cyberspace 


AMIDST THE anticipation of 
computer users in Jordan to 
gain on-line connectivity to 
the Internet, a company based 
in Jordan has already launched 
its own WorldWideWeb 
(www) site incorporating a va¬ 
riety of cultural and religious 
information on the Arab 
World. 

The company behind this 
service is Arabian Media Con¬ 
cepts and the service itself is 
suitably called. Arabia y 
Chi-Line. 

Arabia On-Line f : "' 
presents informa- / 
tion to users /' : 
through an inno- / 1 

votive interface. / '-.rdfeJ 4i*i**, 


On-Line 

informa- 


A represen- /jagm 
tation of a 

Arabia, has VJvj! ^ 

been dcvei- IHvO 

oped to facili- ® 

tale the access r. 

to different V 

types of infer- 

matron. The user 

clicks on any spe- Vggljgv 

cific building to use \\V$\K 

any of the service 

available ^ 

Seeing as Arabian Me¬ 
dia Concepts (AMC) is an af¬ 
filiated company to Arabian 
Communications & Publishing 
(ACP), which publishes BYTE 
Middle East and Al Taqniyah 
Wal Aamal magazines, both 
these publications and more 
are available on Arabia On¬ 
line. As a matter of feet. Ara¬ 
bia On-Line is turning into a 
center for Arab newspapers 
and magazines which are also 
available on-line. 

In addition to BYTE Middle 
East and Al Taqniyah Wal Aa¬ 
mal, e-Arabia offers a couple 


cion of of newspapers on a test basis to 
Jan to monitor the response of users, 
ity to The Star is available on e- 
based Arabia and has proven to be a 
inched, hit with over 8,000 users visit- 
ieWeb iog it in its first few weeks. 

; a va- One of the leading Arabic dai- 
igious lies in Jordan, Ad-Dustour, has 
Arab recently been selected for in¬ 
clusion in e-Arabia. 

i this Users 

r .~ Vi 

i dmJFZSTM 


will be 

pleased to see that the team be¬ 
hind e-Arabia have worked 
hard to assure that these publi¬ 
cations are represented in a 
manner true' to the original 
look of the newspapers in print. 

Prayer times 
If you so happen to realize 
that you suddenly need to 
know the connect direction for 
prayer, or the exact prayer 
times in the city which you are 


in; then a swift visit to e- 
Arabia should provide you 
with just what you need. 

Once you’re in e-Arabia, 
click the mosque, inside which 
you’ll find the information 
you’re looking for. 

Upon entering the prayer 
times service, users can select 
the name of their cities from a 
database, or they may enter the 
longitude and latitude coordi¬ 
nates to get the direction of 
s. prayer. 

\ In the USA, users 
/'Nv can even enter the 
zipcode of die city 
they’re in to get 
the information 
they require 
A promptly. 

\ Arabia On- 
• Line is grow- 

■ ing at an im- 

} U ;V;: pressive rate. 

StjK®B y|\* and is being 

visited by 
thousands of 
/ users on a dai- 
J ly basis. 

***? ' / The manage- 

/ meht of Arabia 
g: / On-Line is explar- 

/ ing the commercial 
/ opportunities on offer 
to local, regional and in¬ 
ternational companies to get 
their message across to these 
thousands of users! 

Users in countries were In¬ 
ternet access is available al¬ 
ready enjoy the service. E- 
Arabia can be reached at the 
address: hitpj/ 

www.arubLa.com 
For more information on 
Arabia-On-Line, contact Ms. 
Hadeel Rasheed. the Manager 
of the project, at ACP offices 
in Amman on telephone num¬ 
ber ++ (962 6) 650444, or at 
amc@arabia.com. ■ 


THROUGHOUT 1995, PC " 
manufacturers have worked 
to introduce newer and more 
‘chic’ designs for tbeir PCs. 

Among the pre fer red mod¬ 
els for most producers, is the 
‘all-in-one’ design which 
basically made ’ PCs look 
mere and more like compact 
Macintosh systems. 

One of the most interest- i 
ing entrants into this ‘stylish' - 
PC market is the new Aspire 
range of personal computers [J 
from Acer. i 

With its striking black 1 
color and curved monitor 
and case design, it attracts ones 
attention as a fashionable addi¬ 
tion to ones borne appliances. 

The machine itself is a regu¬ 
lar PC with more compact 
components. 

' Functionality of the Acer 
Aspire is above average when 
compared to other PCs as it 
provides full multimedia fea¬ 
tures (CD-ROM. sound card, 
speakers) along with additional 
luxuries such as an answering 
machine, speaker phone, fax 
and on-line ready features. 

There are even a variety of 
pre-loaded software titles span¬ 
ning different areas from 
games and leisure to business 
applications. 

According to Acer, the idea 
behind the Aspire range was to 
‘designs PCs and monitors that 
blend attractively with any 
home decor and are easy to use 


■ ;V. *“ *■< 




for any member of the family." 

The result was a bold move 

away from the stiff, box-_ 

shaped PC design which 
usually comes in a beige 
color. Acer’s Aspire and jj.fe 
other similar PC designs i : ;a 
from the likes of Fujitsu ^=1 
and Phillips represent a jr-^J 
certain direction in the i#f| 
computer industry to 
converge with consumer rV4; 
electronics. 

Although it was pre- 
dieted that these two -"JZ 
markets would meet 
sooner, previous endea- V 
vours to introduce the 

’all purpose' appliance, i_ 

such as the Phillips CD- 
TV. proved to be early and buy¬ 
ers were not quick to respond 
to the concept of a video 
recorder, TV receiver and PC 
system all in one box! 


2 However, now the time 
9 seems to be right and Acer 
|( claims that its stylish Aspire 
§j range should 'staid out in tbe 

3 growing and very, crowded 
■ PC market. 

Stan Shift, chairman and 
CEO of The Acer Group said 
that “Aspire’s stylish good 
looks and functional design, 
combined with its powerful 
performance, will revolution¬ 
ize traditional • computing 
around the globe, making 
j Acer a household consumer 
s brand.” 

For more information on 
the Acer Aspire range in Jor¬ 
dan, you can contact Special 










Systems Co., at telephone num¬ 
ber 68213 J or Tantash Infor¬ 
mation Systems Group at tele¬ 
phone 689252. ■ 


News update 


The fastest Mac on the 
market 

• Power Computing, tbe 
producers of Macintosh com¬ 
patible systems, have recently 
introduced what the company 
claims to be the ‘fastest Mac 
system ever’ running at 
■ 150MHz. 

The PowerWave 604, as its 
name implies, uses the Pow¬ 
erPC 604 processor which is 
of handling speeds from 
120MHz up to 150MHz. 

Incorporating PCI and 
Nubus expansion ports its also 
one of the most expandable 
Macs on the market. 

It’s retail price in the USA 
is $4299 complete until multi- 
media. 24MB RAM, I Giga¬ 
byte hard disk and built-in 
Ethernet. 

As of yet, there is no spe¬ 
cific distributor for Power 
Computing products in Jordan. 
If interested. Power Comput¬ 
ing can be reached in the USA 
at telephone (001) 512/258 
1350. 

Microsoft scrambles to 
catch the Internet craze 


• Following its successful 
launch of Windows 95 towards 
tbe end of last year, one of 
Microsoft's top priorities in 
1996 is to break into the boom¬ 
ing Internet software market. 

With the software of compa¬ 
nies like Netscape and Pulsar 
rocketing in. the market, due to 
the very' high demand for Inter¬ 
net browser software and tools. 
Microsoft feels left out 
Development efforts in this 
direction will concentrate on 
providing a powerful alterna¬ 
tive Internet software, sup¬ 
ported by the might of 
Microsoft. 

In the meantime. Microsoft 
prepares to introduce Microsoft 
Network in the Middle East, 
accompanying the launch of 
Arabic Windows 95 soon. 

Steve Jobs becomes 
a millionaire with Pixar 

• Some might call him the 
come-back kid. Steve Jobs, 
who co-founded Apple Com¬ 
puter Inc. but was pressured out 
of the company in the mid- 


1980s and has foiled to* bring 
his NeXT Inc. into mainstream 
popularity, walked home last 
month a billionaire. 

The 40-year-old Jobs earned 
$1J billion on paper from the 
initial public offering of Pixar 
Animation Studios. 

Jobs bought Richmond, 
Calif.-based Pixar in l £86 from 
Lucasfilm Ltd. for about $10 
million and has pumped an 
estimated $60 million into it in 
all. He owns 80 percent of 
Pixar 

Steve Jobs joins tbe ranks of 
the billionaires which includes 
Jobs' close friend Larry Elli¬ 
son. Oracle Corp.’s chief exec¬ 
utive, and his once friend- 
turned nemesis Bill Gates. 

Jobs defied history, allowing 
lightning to strike twice—first 
with Apple and now at now 
Pixar. Indeed, back in 1981 
Jobs envisioned the personal 
computer as a consumer 
appliance. 

Pixar is the creative hand 
behind the Walt Disney new 
film. "Toy Story" as was 
responsible for much of its 3-D 
computerized animation. ■ 
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BY ZEID NASSER 

Our false Internet predictions, 
and misconceptions 

IT’S FUNNY how times change. Just a few months I wrote a 
column with the following title ’Internet in Jordan: Not 
likely*. 

Well, my prediction was obviously ‘Not intelligent'. Little 
did I know bade then that Sprint was coming to town. 

At the time 1 had built my theory on discussions with a 
number of people involved in the telecommunications indus¬ 
try who had stated that it would be too expensive to introduce 
Internet commercially in Jordan. With the limited number of 
users with modems and the supposedly narrow base of cus¬ 
tomers, an Internet supplier would have to price the service 
way too high, in order to cover tbe cost. 

Accordingly, I have to stop to wonder, along with most 
other enthusiastic computer users in country, if logging onto 
the Internet will be priced reasonably in Jordan or not 
What is reasonable pricing for such a service? It has to be 
like the price of Internet connectivity anywhere else in tbe 
world. 

One of the most important things about the Internet is that 
it’s open to everybody. There’s something very democratic 
and noble about everyone being on the Internet. U’s probably 
why it succeeded in the first place. 

As of yet. Sprint has not announced official rales for its ser¬ 
vice in Jordan. So. maybe Sprint can assist us in concluding 
this argument by revealing the kind of ‘connectivity' or ’ser¬ 
vice’ rates they've got in mind. 

What's more, people are not really aware of the nature of 
tbe service, the result of which is a variety of rumors regard¬ 
ing how many users cun log in at one time and for how long. 

It is interesting to think about the actual capacity of 
Sprint’s service. This, technically speaking, is dependant on 
the type of connection line used and its ‘bandwidth’. The line 
is expected to be of 64Kb/scc bandwidth. You can't exactly 
calculate how many simultaneous users can be on such a line. 
At least, l and a couple of other people I asked couldn't. 

Also, users an* wondering how long they will be able to log 
on everyday. It is said that users may be offered three hours a 
day. A colleague of mine commented on this by saying that 
the Internet is a form of media, like any other, which offers 
you leisure functions too. Limiting the time to three hours a 
day is tike allowing a person to only watch TV for three hours 
and then turning it off. Interesting point. 

Questions looking for answers. Well in the next couple of 
weeks, we'll include an interview with one of Sprint Jordan's 
executives to clarify these and other issues. In the meantime, 
let's educate ourselves more about the Internet before gaining 
the connectivity we have long waited for. 

The American Show moves the market 

IN ANTICIPATION of the American Computer show *96. to 
be held by foe American Embassy in Amman in the middh; of 
next February, computer distributors and suppliers in Jordan 
are going through another phase of activity and stepped up 
marketing efforts. 

Already, a number of Jordanian distributors of American 
hardware and software products have booked their space at 
the exhibition which will be held at the Philadelphia HoteL 
The location of the show, inside Amman and near, the main 
business areas, is a major force behind foe optimism of exhib¬ 
itors foai there will be many visitors to tbe American Products 
Show. This show has established itself as a major annual 
event which companies in the country plan f or, jus t as they do 
for the Middle East Technology Show (METS), which is 
organized by foe Jordan Computer Society. 

This year, the American products Show will be bigger and 
companies will be displaying their latest Brands you can 
expea to see at foe show include Apple, IBM, AST. AT&T. 
Hewlett-Packard, Digital and more. If all goes well, and most 
companies confirm their participation, it will be a show to 
look out for. Don't miss it. ■ 




British royals make new 
resolutions in the new year 


By William D. Montalbano 

LA Times- Washington Post News 
Service 

LONDON—His mother is angry. His 
wife suns herself in silence on a Carib¬ 
bean beach. His mistress’s friends leak 
backstairs gossip to tabloid newspapers. 

One day he may be king, but as a new 
year dawns. 47-year-old Charles of Eng¬ 
land is the prince of wails. 

Charles versus Diana. Tbe sad story 
of a fairy (ale that crashed and burned is 
well-known. What makes 1996 different 
is foot pregnant questions demand 
answers, and resolution is at hand. 

There are issues and quandaries 
enough to satisfy soap opera fans and 
constitutional experts alike. Will Diana 
agree to a divorce? And then what 
would she do, future queen no more? 

Would a divorced Prince Charles 
1 remarry as king? What would his mis- 
' tress do if he didn’t? In the country's 
most famous threesome, Camilla Parker- 
Bowles is. after all, the only one who 
has not yet blurted out bedroom secrets 
to television interviewers. 

Juicy stuff, but there are national 
issues at stake as well: 

British monarch* head not only tbe 
state but also the official state religion, 
the Church of England. Individually and 
collectively, foe royals are expected to 
be models for a civil, honorable, moral 
society. 

Domestic discord is one thing: Forty- 
two of every 1 00 marriages in Britain 
end in divorce. But marital feuding has 
gone too far when it discredits the mon¬ 
archy as an institution. 

In 1984, when Charles and Diana had Diana : 
their second son. 77 percent of respon¬ 
dents told pollsters that Britain would be worse off 
without a monarchy. Then came an increasingly 
acrimonious marriage leading to an official separa¬ 
tion in 1992. 

By 1994. when Charles confessed adultery in a 
TV interview, polls showed that only half as many 
Britons were as supportive of the monarchy as 
they were a decade before. 

And in a November interview. Diana empha¬ 
sized her unhappiness with foe royal family and 
acknowledged an affair with a cavalry officer. He 
had already spilled .the beans in an intimate book. 




Prince Charles: Permission to get divorced 


Diana: Damaging the monarchy 


Damage to foe monarchy was what led Queen 
Elizabeth, the stiff-lipped personification of all that 
is royal and proper, to order Charles and 34-year- 
old Diana to divorce. 

Charles agreed immediately. Diana has not 
replied. Since the queen’s demand in late Decem¬ 
ber. royal household artillery has fired neatly con¬ 
stantly—in many different directions. 

First, those ubiquitous “friends of Charles" told 
reporters that, once divorced, the prince would not 
remarry. That was intended to mollify civic, politi¬ 
cal. and theological conservatives such as foe asso¬ 



CamiUa: Demanding clear committment 

ciation of IjQOO Anglican priests who lamented 
that foe monarchy had fallen prey to a ’’modem 
divorce cult." 

Divorce would not disqualify Charles from 
becoming either long or “defender of foe faith” as 
head of the church. Remarriage Is problematic but 


possible; it 
requires the 
assent of 
both the 
prime min¬ 
ister and 
foe Arch¬ 
bishop of 
Canterbury, 
the nation's 
senior 
churchman. 

King 
Edward 
VIH abdi¬ 
cated in 
1936 when 
he failed to 
gain per¬ 
mission to 

W$ Queen & 
Simpson, a 

twice-divorced Ameri¬ 
can. The current arch¬ 
bishop, George Carey, 
is more understanding of 
domestic discord: Two of 
his four children are 
divorced. 

diaries’ assertion that be 
would not remaay was 
overtaken almost immedi¬ 
ately by a clarification from 
unnamed Buckingham Pal¬ 
ace sources. While the 
prince has no current inten¬ 
tion of remarrying, they 
murmured, (hat does not 
necessarily mean a lifelong 
commitment to remaining 
single.' 

As for the Christmas holi¬ 
days, Charles passed them 
with his mother, the queen, 
his father. Prince Philip, his 
siblings and his two 
. princely sons a tbe royal 
country estate .. at 

Sandringham. 

Diana was conspicuously absent. She had-sig¬ 
naled her independence from the royal family in 
the television interview, in which she said she 
would “not go quietly.” If divorced. Diana would 
never be queen but could look forward to seeing 



Queen Elizabeth: Yet another bad year for the royals 


her eldest son, now a 13-year-old schoolboy, being 
crowned King William. For now. Diana says she 
would like to be a roving ambassador for Britain. 

' No one seems sure wh3t that means, beyond that it 
would cost a lot of money and keep her in the pub¬ 
lic eye. 

Parker-Bowies, 48, the newly divorced wife of 
an army general and a friend of Charles' since 
1972, has been hermetic. But_ 

“Friends of Camilla say she is tired of conduct¬ 
ing their relationship in secret She is not prepared 
to be his mistress forever," trumpeted the tabloid 
Tbe Express at the end of December. "She wants a 
clear commitment to marriage with some role in a 
consort capacity and a royal title. After all that has 
happened, particularly when he admitted tbeir 
affair on television without her consent, her life 
has become intolerable." foe newspaper said, quot¬ 
ing unnamed “senior government Officials" as well 
as the usual “friends." 

Now, the reports are being denied os “fanciful 
nonsense” by more unnamed “friends” who talked 
with a second newspaper, while a third says that 
Prime Minister John Major has warned Charles 
that foe British people would not accept Rarker- 
Bowtes as his consort. 

Remarriage is a longer-term issue, and while 
British analysts say that Charles and Diana will 
certainly divorce in 1996, royalists among them . 
wince at fresh damage that is done with every new 
headline. ■ 































